Dialogue  called  for  c 
biomedical  questions 


By  Tim  Fields 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  -  Two 
Southern  Baptists  speaking  on  na¬ 
tional  television  have  called  for  in¬ 
creasing  dialogue  between  scien¬ 
tists  and  religious  leaders  about 
biomedical  breakthroughs  which 
expand  the  ability  to  create  and 
prolong  life  by  artificial  means. 


fronting  as  a  result  of  genetic 
technology,”  Gore  said. 

Hollis,  editor  of  the  book,  A  Mat¬ 
ter  Of  Life  And  Death,  said 
biomedical  issues  of  this  nature 
are  too  important  to  leave  to  any 
one  group  such  as  (ingress  or 
scientists. 
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'Biomedical  decisions 


Senator  Albert  Gore  Jr.  (D-  of  this  magnitude  must  be  inter 


Mississippian  is  founder 


Tenn.)  and  Harry  N.  Hollis  Jr, 
directw  of  special  mcn^l  ctmcerns 
for  the  Southern  Baptist  (Christian 
Life  Commission  in  Nashville, 
were  among  symposium  m«nbers 
moderated  by  ABC  News  Com¬ 
mentator  (jieorge  Will  on  “Dimen¬ 
sions.” 

Panel  members  discussed  the 
moral,  economic  and  legal  im¬ 
plications  surrounding  such 
biomedical  breakthroughs  as  ar¬ 
tificial  heart  trans{dants,  use  of  ba¬ 
boon  hearts  in  humans,  new  ex¬ 
periments  in  genetic  engineering 
and  reproductive  technologies. 

“One  of  the  ironies  of  our  cen¬ 
tury  is  that  the  hard  sciences  have 
(leveh^ang  much  more  rapid¬ 
ly  than  hunum  ability  to  accelerate 
the  development  oi  new  bioethical 
structures  to  guide  us  in  making 
these  difficult  decisions,”  GiN%  ex¬ 
plained.  “The  issues  we  are  con¬ 
fronted  with  today  may  well  be 
pikers  compared  to  the  ones  soon 
to  confront  us  as  a  result  of  genetic 
engineering  and  other  related 
developments.” 

Gore  warned  new  scientific 
breakthroughs  may  even  affect 
one’s  occupational  choices  as  well 
as  those  of  their  children  and 
grandchildren. 

“Scientists  are  learning  how  to 
predict  which  people  are  going  to 
have  an  enhanced  risk  for  which 
illness,”  Gore  said.  “Large 
employers  are  now  looking  for 
genetic  screening  tests  to  find  out 
whether  or  not  people  applying  for 
jobs  have  a  slightly  increased 
chance  of  getting  some  occupa¬ 
tional  illness. 

“Is  it  fair  to  deny  a  job  to  that 
person  and  that  person’s  children 
and  grandchildren  because  their 
genetic  heritage  gives  them  a 
slightly  increased  risk?”  he  asked. 

“Discussions  like  this  are  ex¬ 
tremely  important  if  for  no  other 
reason  than  as  practice  for  the  new 
era  we  are  soon  going  to  be  con- 


disciplinary  decisions  based  on 
facts  and  on  moral  values,”  he 
said.  “We  must  call  members  of 
religious  communities  to  become 
more  involved.” 

Hollis  added  in  the  past  some 
religious  people  have  spoken 
rather  dogmatically  and  without 


The  muffin  ministry 


By  Joe  Westbury 


men  take  it  upon  themselves  to  pro-  That’s  where  the  muffins  come  in. 
vide  the  truck  and  gas  for  the  weekly  Gordon,  now  pastor  of  Pleasant 
50-mile  round-trip  visit  to  the  bakery  Grove  Church  near  Laurel,  said  the 
warehouse  in  Cross  Keys.  About  3,000  muffins  sometimes  “made  the  dif- 
packages  of  muffins  are  regularly  ference  between  having  food  on  the 
divided  between  the  Vineland,  N.  J.,  table  and  some  families  going 
church  and  four  other  charities,  said  hungry.” 

warehouse  manager  Jim  Troy.  Gordon,  who  also  led  the  Vineland 

After  loading  the  truck  bed  with  a  church  into  a  ministry  to  the  mental- 
few  dozen  of  the  25-pound  trays,  Stover  ly  reUrded,  said  that  getting  laypeo- 
and  Schweibinz  point  the  "Muffin  ple  involved  in  local  ministry  is  the 
Truck”  back  to  Vineland  and  the  key  to  getting  them  on  fire  for  the 

needy  in  the  community.  Lord. 

.  I  L  ^  some  occasions  the  Baptist  men 

As  STOn  as  the  truck  amv^  at  the  Qjg  church  van  to  distribute 

Schweibinz  home,  p^ple  begin  to  Spanish  gospel  tracts  with  the  muffins 
show  up.  One  man  picks  up  several  Vineland’s  Hispanic  community, 
trays  for  distribution  to  a  senior  ^ow  that  Gordon  has  moved  to 
citizens  group.  A  woman  from  the  another  pastorate,  the  muffin 
congreg^on  gets  some  for  her  elder-  ministry  continues  under  the  watch- 
ly  neighbors.  gf  stover  and  Schweibinz. 

Massive  factory  layoffs  in  the  sur-  “We  average  picking  up  1,000-1,800 
rounding  communities  have  paralyz-  packages  a  week.  We  don’t  know  how 
ed  the  ability  of  many  breadwinners  many  we’ll  get  until  we  arrive  at  the 
to  adequately  provide  for  their  warehouse,”  Schweibinz  explains.  On 
families.  rare  occasions,  due  to  overbaking  or 

I  seasonal  sales,  the  men  have  been 

given  2,700  packages  and  had  to  make 
a  return  trip. 

Since  the  two  don’t  have  the  time  or 
volunteers  to  set  up  an  elaborate  one- 
on-one  distribution  of  the  baked  goods, 
they  rely  on  community  service 
organizations  to  help  them  locate  the 
needy  individuals.  Even  as  mid¬ 
dleman  for  these  agencies,  Stover  and 
Schweibinz  still  donate  about  eight 
hours  a  week  to  the  project. 

The  largest  single  problem  occurs 
when  the  weekly  quota  drops  below 
expectations,  Stover  says.  “We  depend 
on  75  trays  a  week,  and  it  gets  tight 
when  we  only'j^k  up  39. 

“We  have  one  of  the  highest 
unemployment  rates  in  the  nation  due 
to  factory  layoffs  and  a  large  popula¬ 
tion  of  migrant  farm  workers. 
Vineland  averages  15  to  18  percent  on 
a  regular  basis,”  he  points  out. 
Stover’s  first  encounter  with  hunger 
I  •  ,,  'V  '•  dates  back  to  his  days  as  a  soldier  in 

I  ^  \  #  Jii  couldn’t  stand  to  see  kids 

||  ‘  with  tin  cans  rummaging  for  food  in 

V  the  garbage  dump.  What  we  wasted. 

they 

“Seeing  that  was  worse  than  seeing 
^  ^  someone  die,  to  me,  because  those  liv- 


'Christians  .  .  .  cannot  let  these 
decisions  be  determined  by 
marketplace  forces.  ” 


adequate  knowledge  and  have  thus 
made  it  more  difficult  for  more  in¬ 
formed  members  of  religious  com¬ 
munities  to  offer  their  insights. 

“It  is  very  important  for  there  to 
be  increasing  dialogue  between  the 
scientific  community  and  the 
religious  communities  to  look  at 
what  is  already  a  revolution  and 
which  is  going  to  be  a  much 
greater  problem  in  the  future,”  he 
said.  “We  also  need  to  inform 
seminarians  about  the  Judeo- 
Christian  emphasis  that  human 
beings  work  with  God  in  the  con¬ 
tinuation  of  creation  and, 
therefore,  we  should  find  responsi¬ 
ble  ways  to  make  life  fully  human.” 

Hollis  said  education  about 
biomedical  decision-making  offers 
us  great  hope  for  the  future,  but  for 
now  we  have  to  deal  with  tough 
decisions  as  thQr  occur.  (Christians 
simply  cannot  let  these  decisions 
be  determined  by  marketplace 
forces,”  he  said. 

The  ABC  “Directions”  program, 
entitled 


Hard  Choices  —  The 
Biomedical  Challenge,”  was 
presented  in  cooperation  with  the 
Southern  Baptist  Radio  and  'Iblevi- 
sion  Commission  and  other 
religious  organizations.  Free 
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ing  were  still  in  their  misery. 


Evelyn  Manning  Burke 


Those  impressions  are  still  with 
Stover  in  Vineland. 

“I  know  there  are  hungry  people  all 
over  the  country  who  would  benefit 
from  a  ministry  like^lp^'rH*-- '  N  ,:” 

Joe  Westbury  writes  foi\tjia.WofI4 
Mission  Journal 


SBC  features  prayer,  business.  Page  3 
BSSB  okays  editorial  guidelines. 


Ed  Stover,  left,  and  Chuck  Schweibinz  oversee  a  distribution  of  muffins  to  needy 
individuals  in  southern  New  Jersey.  - 


Histcric^C 
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Tharaday,  Fefcnwy  21.  IWS 


MV  AMT>  r  VSIANT  TO 

WeUP-BUIUD  VOUR  M6W  CHURCH 
\Ne  AReH'T  CARpeMTCRS,  Bur  we 
both  reACH  A  meam  , 
SOHPAN  SCMOOU  teSSoJ  f  •• 


Volunteers,  heroes  of  missions 


Volunteers  in  Missions  Sunday  has  have  found  a  mission  and  a  ministry,  intc 
not  been  one  of  the  main  emphas^Qp.  however,  and  they  are  at  work  to  do  Chi 
Southern  Baptists’  calendar.  As*^we  whatever  they  can  to  carry  out  the  mei 
have  struggled  with  implementing  work  that  they  have  found  for  A 
Bold  Mission  Thrust,  however,  those  themselves.  They  don’t  view  the 
volunteers  have  played  an  increasing-  themselves  as  heroes.  They  have  Lev 
ly  important  role  in  making  a  gospel  found  a  need  and  are  trying  to  meet  it.  aloi 
witness  available  to  everyone  in  the  Now  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  has 
.  world.  found  out  about  their  efforts  and  is 

■*  This  is  the  Bold  Missions  goal  that  making  arrangements  to  help  them 
is  projected  for  the  year  2000.  carry  out  the  ministry  that  they  have 

Volunteers  in  Missions  Sunday  Is  established. 

Feb.  24.  That  is  what  the  volunteer  program 

,  Many  volunteers  have  left  Missis-  is  all  about.  As  Southern  Baptists  pro- 
sippi  to  go  to  other  states  and  to  other  jected  the  goals  for  Bold  Mission 
countries  to  carry  a  gospel  witness  Thrust,  it  became  apparent  that  if  we 
since  Bold  Mission  Thrust  was  in-  were  to  meet  it  in  any  way,  we  would 
itiated  in  1977.  The  greatest  numbers  need  thousands  of  volunteers.  They 
j  have  gone  to  California  and  Montana  have  showed  up.  Perhaps  they  haven’t 
in  the  United  States  and  to  Argentina,  been  available  in  the  numbers  that 
f  Uruguay,  and  Paraguay  in  South  were  felt  to  be  needed^  but  many  have 
'  America.  Others  have  gone  to  Africa,  come  from  some  unexpected  sources 
Sizeable  numbers  have  gone  that  were  and  have  provided  unexpected  results. 

'  never  reported,  and  their  efforts  have  Mississippi  Baptists  have  been 
counted  for  just  as  much  as  those  that  paired  with  California  Baptists  in  the 
’-were  reported.  United  States  and  with  Argentina, 

Many  have  gone  under  official  Uruguay,  and  Paraguay  in  South 
•  auspices.  Others  have  felt  the  Lord  America.  Our  first  volunteers  to  go  to 
leading  them  to  strike  out  on  their  South  America  were  Perry  and  Mary 
own,  and  their  efforts  have  been  just  Sanderford.  Perry  was  in  oil  scout 
-as  meaningful.  business  when  he  wentTKiTthia^  de 

Recently  the  Baptist  Record  had  a  la  Rlata.  Now  he  is  A  tfini^l^^  stu- 
story  about  a  layman  from  Carson,  dent  at  Mississippi  College.  Then 
^Sammy  Myers,  who  has  just  about  Mary  became  a  heroine  as  she 
carried  on  his  own  mission  board  became  the  family’s  source  of  income 
'operation  because  he  found  a  need  in  as  a  school  teacher.  Shealready Jams 
Mexico.  The  Myers  family  would  a  master’s  degree  from  Missisn^i 
quickly  say  that  they  don’t  have  any  College.  Additional  help  was  soon 
claim  to  fame  that  would  make  them  available,  for  the  Days  Inn  Foundation 
any  more  likely  candidates  for  such  found  out  about  Perry  and  provided  a 
an  undertaking  than  anyone  elSe.  grant.  Also  he  recently  was  called  as 
After  I  found  out  about  the  Myers 
family,  I  found  that  their  daughter. 

Donna  Hutchins,  is  a  friend  of  my 
daughter,  Alice  ’r>Tone,  because  their 
son-in-law  had  grown  up  with  my  son- 
in-law.  They  are  just  an  ordinary 
family  struggling  with  the  same  pro¬ 
blems  that  other  families  find.  They 


trailer  at  a  house  renovated  for  sum-  f 

mer  missionaries  and  found  the  area  i 

populated  by  white,  black,  Indian,  and  f~  \  1 1 

Mexican  people.  In  addition  to  l^is’  |  111  | 

renovation  work,  Mrs.  Lewis  worked  /J  \  I 

in  a  shelter  for  abused  women.  ^  ■■  1 

In  addition  to  two  such  work  trips  t 

to  Tulsa,  the  Lewises  were  schedule^ 
to  a  mission  pastor  Casa 

Gran(k,^_Aijiz.^jU)jwqrk  with  Indians 
and  Mewanau  addressed  housing 

aTea.  ^  Jtt>  business  office  of  the  Baptist  down  there  are  expecting  us.  Many 

Many  Miss^ippians  have  been  to  Building,  has  been  in  Uruguay  for  more  are  nee<|ed  to  go. 

California  to  help  in  church  construe-  months.  On  Volunteers  in  Missions  Sunday 

tion,  to  conduct  music  seminars,  and  Hundreds  more  are  scheduled  to  go  Feb.  24,  be  a  volunteer.  And  a  good 
for  other  types  ofjpinistry.  Many  have  to  Uruguay  and  Argentina  in  April,  place  to  start  is  to  sign  up  to  par- 
been  to  the  Rio  delar  Plata,  including  May,  and  June  - for  evangelism  ticipate  in  the  Uruguay  and  Argentina 
the  Mississippi’ Singing  Churchmen  crusades.  This  will  be  the  climax  of  evangelism  crusade  in  April,  May, 
and  a  basketball  team.  Mrs.  Clyde  the  entire  partnership  arrangement  and  June.  The  fate  of  many  lost  souls 
Nettles,  who  recently  retired  from  the  with  the  Rio  de  la  Plata.  'The  churches  is  hanging  on  these  decisions. 
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Could  it  be? 
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•  By  Brooks  H.  Wester 

Could  it  be  possible  that  in  all  the  speaketh  lies,  and  he  that  soweth  Our  world  desperately  needs  to  hear  mance  as  Christians  measure  up  to 
events  occurring  within  the  fellowship  discord  among  brethren.”  Could  it  be  the  message  of  salvation  that  is  in  the  professions  of  our  faith  in  the  Bi- 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  that  in  “The  Battle  For  The  Bible”  Jesus  Christ,  and  him  only.  It  also  ble  toing  God’s  Word,  Christ  being  our 
that  have  caught  the  attention  of  the  some  of  us  have  forgotten  that  the  desperately  cries  out  for  living  ex-  Savior  and  Lord,  and  the  Holy  Spirit 
journalists  of  both  the  religious  and  truths  of  the  Book  apply  to  us  as  well  amples  of  salvation  in  the  Christ-like  being  our  Comforter  and  Guide?  A 
secular  press,  there  is  an  all  impor-  as  the  rest  of  the  world?  behavior  of  those  who  claim  to  have  place  of  new  beginning  can  be  in 

tant  dimension  of  being  a  follower  of  Could  it  be  that  in  our  zeal  to  preach  been  saved.  In  these  times  Southern  repenting  of  our  failures  to  be  all  that 
Jesus  Christ  that  has  been  neglected,  Jesus  Christ  as  Savior  of  the  world  we  Baptists  are  right  to  seek  doctrinal  Christ  redeemed  us  to  become,  and 
or  totally  forgotten?  An  understanding  have  failed  to  reproduce  the  patterns  purify,  yet  we  also  need  to  guard  then  pledging  ourselves  to  obeying  his 
of  Southern  Baptists  leads  one  to  the  of  his  teachings  and  example  in  the  against  being  doctrinally  pure  with  new  commandment;  “A  new  com - 
conclusion  that  they  all  say  they  tapestries  of  our  lives’’  Jesus  taught  our  demeanbr  polluted.  mandment  I  give  unto  you.  That  ye 

believe  the  Bible  is  God's  perfect  Word  some  wedding  guests  who  were  busi-  Could  it  be  that  we  have  claimed  to  love  one  another;  as  I  have  loved  you, 
for  man.  and  that  it  is  “truth  without  ly  seeking  the  best  seats,  “When  thou  follow  the  leading  of  the  Holy  Spirit  that  ye  also  love  one  another.  By  this 
any  mixture  of  error,”  or  “inerrant,”  art  bidden  of  any  man  to  a  wedding,  and  yet  the  courses  of  our  lives  have  shall  all  men  know  that  ye  are  my 
if  you  prefer.  Yet,  the  actions  of  some  sit  not  down  in  the  highest  room ;  lest  been  set  in  directions  the  Bible  disciples,  if  ye  love  one  another  (John 
would  indicate  they  do  not  fully  a  more  horKguri^leman  than^^u  be  declares  the  Spirit  does  not  walk?  The  13:34-34  KJV).” 
believe  those  sections  of  sacred  Sciip-  bi^ilnlif  tti^,  AntllieUitef^^ethee  Holy  Spirit  inspired  the  Apostle  Paul  Brooks  II.  Wester,  who  retired  as 
ture  that  speak  of  God’s  judgment  and  and  him  come  and  say  to  theq.  Give  to  write:  “For  all  the  law  is  fulfilled  pastqr  of  First  Church,  Hattiesburg, 
attitude  toward  persons  whose  this  map  place;  and  thou  begih  w'ith  in  one  word,  even  in  this:  Thou  shall  now  lives  in  Missouri  City, 'Texas, 
behavior  is  hurtful  to  other  persons  shame  to  take  the  lowest  room.  But  love  thy  neighbor  as  thyself.  But  if  ye 
and  his  kingdom  on  earth.  when  thou  art  bidden,  go  and  sit  down  bite  and  devour  one  another,  take  he^ 

Just  one  example:  Could  it  be  that  in  the  lowest  room ;  and  when  he  that  that  ye  be  not  consumed  one  of  VlJlplc 

some  have  overlooked  Proverbs  bade  thee  cometh,  he  may  say  to  thee,  another.  This  I  say  then.  Walk  in  the  -TUI  II  IJUUJI(./t::9  UctClk. 

6:16-19?  God’s  Word,  “without  any  Friend,  go  up  higher;  then  shalt  thou  Spirit,  and  ye  shall  not  fulfill  the  lust  WHEA'TON,  Ill.  (EP)  —  A  7-Eleven 

mixture  of  error,”  or,  “inerrant,”  reads  have  worship  in  the  presence  of  them  of  the  flesh  (Galatians  5: 14-16  KJV).”  convenience  store  in  Wheaton  took 
in  the  King  James  translation;  that  sit  at  meat  with  thee.  For  He  wrote  further;  “But  the  fruit  of  the  pornographic  magazines  from  its 
“These  six  things  doth  the  Lord  hate:  whosoever  exalteth  himself  shall  be  Spirit  is  love,  jop,  peace,  long  suffer-  racks  in  response  to  protests  organiz- 
yea,  seven  are  an  abomination  unto  abased;  and  he  that  humbleth  himself  ing,  gentleness,  goodness,  faflh,  ed  by  local  churches  including  Bap- 
him;  a  proud  look,  a  lying  tongue,  and  shall  be  exalted  (Luke  14:7-11  KJV)”  meekness,  temperance;  against  such  tists;  but  the  Southland  Corporation, 
hands  that  shed  innocent  blood,  an  Jesus  also  taught,  “For  what  shajl  there  is  no  law  (Galatians  5:22-23  parent  company  of  7-Eleven,  has 

heart  that  deviseth  wicked  imagina-  it  profit  a  man,  if  he  shall  gain  the  KJV).”  taken  the  store  back  from  its  local 

tions,  feet  that  be  swift  in  running  to  whole  world,  and  lose  his  own  soul  Could  it  be  that  Southern  Baptists  manager,  and  returned  pornographic 
mischief,  a  false  witness  that  (Mark  8:36  KJV)?”  are  in  need  of  making  our  perfor-  magazines  to  its  shelves. 
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Acteens  to  gather  on  coast 


Mississippi  BSU 
appoints  72 

The  state  Student  Missicms  C(»n- 
mittee  of  Mississippi  Baptist  Stu¬ 
dent  Union  has  appointed  72 
students  to  serve  as  1965  student 
missionaries.  This  is  the  largest 
number  of  students  ap^nted 
since  the  program  began  in  1947. 
Students  will  be  serving  in  six 
foreign  countries  and  ^  of  the 
United  States.  More  details  will  ap¬ 
pear  in  next'  week’$  Baptist 
Record. 


Miss  Moon  in  the  musical.  D.  P.  Smith,  Acteens  consultant  for 

Other  featured  speakers  include  Mississippi  WMU,  noted  special  in- 
Marti  Solomon,  Acteens  consultant  structions  for  pre-registering  for  the 
with  WMU,  SBC;  Sue  McAllister,  convention.  Leaders  must  send  names 
youth  leader  from  Tupelo;  and  a  of  leaders  and  girls  and  $5.50  per  per- 
number  of  missionaries.  son  to  Acteens  Convention,  Box  530, 

Jackson,  Miss.,  39205.  A  minimum  of 
These  missionary  speakers  include  ohe  adult  leader  for  each  seven  girls 
James  and  Mary  Slack,  Philippines ;  is  required. 

Mrs.  Margie  Mines,  Argentina;  and 

Carol  Fairley,  special  project  nurse  to  Said  Miss  Smith,  “We  took  about 
Ghana.  1,130  Acteens  to  the  national  conven¬ 

tion  in  Ft.  Worth  last  year  and  we’d 
love  to  see  it  happen  again  on  our  own 
shore”  Miss  Smith  estimates  there 
are  between  6-7,000  Acteens  in  the 
state 


The  first  Mississippi  Baptist  Ac- 
teens  Convention  of  the  80s  will  take 
place  May  3-5  at  First  Baptist  Church, 

Gulfport.  Sessions 

begin  at  7:30  p.m.,  B 

May  3  and  con- 

^a.m., 

This  convention  ^ 

for  all  girls  12-17 

years  of  age  will  I  IHIk  dfli 

feature  Dorothy  McLemore  Solomon 

Sample,  president  D,”  concerning  the  life  of  Lottie  Moon, 

Sample  of  the  Southern  the  foreign  missionary  for  whom  the  Besides  the  speakers  there  will  be 
Baptist  Woman’s  Missionary  Union,  Christmas  offering  was  named.  Jen-  music,  worship  times,  and  small 
and  there  will  be  a  special  excerpt  ny  McLemore,  on  the  music  staff  of  group  conferences  on  youth  issues, 
performance  of  the  musical  “Lottie  First  Chiux;h,  Jackson,  will  portray  and  Acteens  methods. 


Thailand  plans 
limit  on  number 
of  missionaries 


Oglesby  joins 
MBCB  Church 
Training  staff 


Shirley  Ann  Oglesby  of  Clinton,  48, 
has  been  elected  to  the  staff  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 

She  will 


Dallas,  June  11-13 


Board 

1  begin  work  March 

11  as  preschool  and 
childron’s  consul- 
tant  in  the  Church 
TVaining  Depart- 
ment,  according  to  ® 

/  MosePaneerfield. 
department  direc- 
tor  She  replaces 

Oglesby  Miss  Evelyn  ™ 

George  who  retirech--  ’ 

Mrs.  Oglesby  has  been  for  the  past 
ten  years  administrator  of  the  ® 

preschool  division  at  Parkway  Baptist  ’ 

ing  he  believes  “it  is  totally  unpredic-  following  the  presentations,  allowing  Church  in  Jackson.  She  has  also 
table  at  this  time.  We  (the  commit-  messengers  to  depart  “on  a  note  of  in-  taught  elementary  school  and  -somt 
tee)  were  simply  trying  to  respond  spiration.  We  hope  we  will  be  able  to  kindergarten.  created] 

to  the  expressed  desires  of  mes-  leave  the  hall  each  night  rejoicing  A  graduate  of  California  State 
sengers.  We  did  not  make  this  decision  over  the  great  missions  advance  we  University,  Sonoma,  she  earned  the 
based  on  anticipation  (of  much  have  been  able  to  make  throughout  master  of  education  degree  from  .  . 
business)”.  the  world.”  Mississippi  College  and  the  doctor  of 

One  way  in  which  the  business  time  Chapman  said  there  will  be  a  education  degree  from  Jackson  State 
has  been  expanded  has  been  to  start  business  session  Wednesday  evening  University.  charges 

the  sessions  a  half  hour  earlier.  Chap-  but  added ‘it  will  be  in  advance  of  the  A  widow,  Mrs.  Oglesby  has  two  j^axir 
man  said.  Another  has  been  the  Home  Mission  Board  presentation.”  grown  children.  She  is  a  native  of 
elimination  of  a  theme  interpretation  “Also,  each  evening  Bill  Reynolds  Brandon  and  grew  up  in  Puckett.  Thailani 

at  every  session.  Instead,  th^  will  be  (convention  music  director)  will  At  the  Convention  Board,  Mrs.  jjjjjgjaa, 
one  theme  interpretation,  delivered  at  begin  singing  choruses  as  we  are  Oglesby  will  also  work  with  the 
the  ’Tuesday  evening  meeting.  dismissed  as  a  reminder  that  even  Church  Administration/Pastpral 

Tom  Elliff,  pastor  of  Applewood  when  we  are  having  business  our  Ministries  Department  in  providing 
(^urch,  Denver,  will  deliver  the  inter-  ultimate  intent  is  just  to  praise  the  consultative  services  in  the'  area  of  J/  Iv  J 
pretation.  Elliff,  a  former  Oklahoma  Lord,”  Chapman  said.  daycare  work.  The  work  with  mental- 

pastor,  served  briefly  on  the  foreign  The  convention  program  also  will  ly  retarded  which  formerly  was  in  3.1*0 

mission  field  before  having  to  return  feature  the  annual  presidential  ad-  (^urch  Training,  has  been  moved  to 
to  the  United  States  because  of  fami-  dress  by  Stanley  and  the  convention  the  Sunday  School  Department,  The  li 
ly  health  reasons.  sermon  by  Charles  Fuller,  pastor  of  where  Billy  Hudgens  will  relate  to  one  m( 

“We  felt  Tbm  Elliff  personified  as  First  Church,  Roanoke,  Va.  that  work.  Christm 


SBC  features  prayer 
times,  more  business 


Baptist  foreign  board  names 
43  joimneymen  for  21  nations 

RICHMOND,  Va.  Southern  Baptists  commissioned  43  new 
journeymen  Feb.  8  for  work. in  21  countries  during  the  next  two  years. 
Two  are  from  Mississippi. 

'The  journeymen,  all  college  graduates  age  26  and  under,  will  work 
alongside  career  missionaries,  handling  assignments  ranging  from  youth 
evangelism  to  social  and  medical  ministries. 

The  Mississippians  are  Thlitha  Edwards  of  Grenada,  who  will  serve 
in  Korea,  and  Beth  Watkins  of  Moselle,  who  will  serve  in  Japan. 

The  group  represents  the  21st  to  be  commissioned  by  the  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  since  the  program  was  begun  in  1965.  The  journeymen  come 
from  16  states. 
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African  rain  follows  prayer, 
reports  FMB  President  Parks 


By  Bob  Stanley 

RICHMOND,  Va.  i  BP)— Reports  of  better  management  decisions  can  be  80  percent  of  those  attending 
ram  in  two  African  countries  offer  made;  meeting,  turned  in  cards  pledginj 

evidence  God  is  beginning  to  answer  —Establish  percentage  ranges  for  increase  their  giving  by  a  cerl 
the  prayers  of  Southern  Baptists  and  the  board’s  four  major  budget  divi-  percentage  in  each  of  the  next 
other  Christians,  R,  Keith  Parks  told  sions:  missionary  support,  overseas  years. 

thO  Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission  operating,  werseas  capital  and  home  During  the  meeting  the  board  n 
Board  Feb.  13.  office;  ed  41  new  missionaries,  reappoii 

Missionaries  in  Zimbabwe,  one  of  —Integrate  the  increased  involve-  six  and  heard  reports  on  the  comi 
some  30  African  countries  hard  hit  by  ment  of  state  convention  partnerships  sioning  of  43  journeymen  Feb.  8. 
drought,  say  they’ve  had  the  best  rain  overseas  and  other  Southern  Baptist  Two  medical  consultants  also  v 
in  13  years,  the  board's  president  volunteers  to  enhance  a  unified  and  added  to  its  staff.  Van  W.  Williams 
reported.  Rain  also  has  increased  in  indigenous  mission  effort;  a  Mississippi  missionary  pediatri( 

South  Africa.-  —Work  with  the  Home  Mission  and  administrator  at  Bangalore 

“We  take  that  as  the  beginning  of  an  Board  and  other  agencies  in  identify-  dia)  Baptist  Hosptial,  was  nai 
answer  to  the  prayers  being  offered,”  ing  matters  of  mutual  concern,  such  health  care  consultant  responsibk 
Parks  said.  as  international  student  or  seamen’s  advising  staffers  and  missionarie 

Last  year  the  board  sent  more  than  ministries,  and  develop  a  plan  to  work  health  care  programs  and  stral 
$4  million  in  hunger  relief  aid  to  together  more  effectively  in  such  around  the  world  (see  sepa 
African  countries  and  is  gearing  up  areas.  story).  Joyce  A.  DeRidder 

this  year  for  a  $1  million  relief  pro-  Parks  said  the  way  Southern  Bap;  Michigan  will  be  consultant  for  he 
gram  in  Ethiopia,  in  addition  to  aid  to  tist  members  and  their  churches  re-  care  recruitment.  At  Houston  Cite 
other  nations.  But  board  officials  say  spond  to  the  new  Planned  Growth  in  Baptist  University  she  designed 
even  the  combined  efforts  of  all  relief  Giving  emphasis  will  determine  how  directed  a  missionary  internship 


Baptists  oppose  betting  bill 


Mississippi  Baptists  offered  their  opinions  on  a  pari-mutuel  betting  bill  (HB  434) 
last  week  when  the  Senate  Finance  Committee  held  hearings.  Feb.  11.  More  than 
300  Mississippi  Baptists,  mostly  laypersons  alerted  by  the  Mississippi  Christian  Ac¬ 
tion  Commission,  traveled  to  Jackson  to  protest  the  bill.  It  passed  the  committee, 
but  failed  in  the  full  Senate  Thursday  27-21 .  However,  the  bill  was  allowed  to  be 
placed  back  on  the  calendar  for  reconsideration  and  that  new  vote  may  take  place 
any  time  between  now  and  March  14,  according  to  Paul  Jones,  director  of  the 
Mississippi  Christian  Action  Commission,  which  continues  to  monitor  the  situation. 
Another  gambling  bill  which  would  have  allowed  a  statewide  lottery,  (SCR  501),  died 
in  the  Legislature  tor  this  year.  In  the  photo,  the  Baptists  walk  toward  the  Capitol 
from  the  Baptist  Building. 


programs  can’t  do  as  much  to  wipe 
put  starvation  as  normal  rains  would 
in  countries  hit  by  three  to  five  years 
of  drought. 

In  other  major  actions.  Parks  set 
forth  seven  strategic  priorities  for  the 
board  in  the  next  three  years  and 
board  members  pledged  their  per¬ 
sonal  support  for  the  denomination’s 
Planned  Growth  in  Giving  steward¬ 
ship  emphasis. 

The  board  president  lajd  special 
stress  on  the  No.  1  objective  to  “im¬ 
plement  cooperative  approaches  to 
world  evangelization  with  interested 
Baptist  bodies.” 

Parks  and  other  members  of  an  in¬ 
ternational  Baptist  steering  commit¬ 
tee  have  invited  “sister  Baptist 
bodies”  in  about  30  countries  to  send 
representatives  to  a  June  26-28 
meeting  in  connection  with  the 
Foreign  Missions  Conference  at 
Ridgecrest  (N.C.)  Baptist  Conference 
Center. 

Representatives  of  Baptist  conven¬ 
tions  with  which  Southern  Baptists 
work  overseas  will  pay  their  own  way 
to  attend.  Parks  emphasized. 

As  other  priorities.  Parks  listed: 

—Look  at  the  role  of  the  mission 
organization  and  study  deployment  or 
redeployment  of  missionaries  for 
most  effective  use; 

—Consider  more  effective  ways  to 
be  involved  in  lands  where  normal 
mission  activity  is  prohibited  or 
restricted; 

—Develop  a  data  base  from  which 


far  the  denomination  can  go  toward 
reaching  its  Bold  Mission  Thrust  goal 
of  sharing  the  gospel  with  all  people 
by  the  year  2000. 

Forty-seven  board  members,  about 


gram  and  helped  design  the  Ctertter  for 
Exploring  Ministry  Careers. 

Stanley  writes  for  the  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sion  Board. 


Jaroy  Weber,  former  SBC 
president,  dies  in  Texas 


DALLAS  (BP)  —  Jaroy  Weber, 
former  president  of  the  Southern  Bap- 
tist  Convention  and  a  pastor  for  more 
than  40  years,  died 
Feb.  6.  He  was  64. 
Weber,  who  sur¬ 
rendered  to  the 
ministry  at  the  age 
of  12,  was  pastor  of 
Little  Cypress 
Baptist  Church, 
and  North  Orange, 
both  in  Orange, 
Weber  Texas;  First,  West 
Monroe,  La. ;  First  Beaumont,  Texas; 
Dauphin  Way,  Mobile,  Ala.,  and  First, 
Lubbock,  Texas. 

Before  he  was  elected  president  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  in 
1974,  Weber  was  president  of  the  SBC 
Pastors’  Conference. 

He  earned  the  bachelor  of  arts 
degree  from  Louisiana  College  and 
the  bachelor  of  divinity  degree  from 
Southwestern  Seminary,  Fort  Worth. 
He  also  received  the  doctor  of  divini¬ 
ty  degree  from  Louisiana  College. 


COM  plans  state,  nat’l  rallies 


Mississippi  Campers  on  Mission 
will  hold  their  spring  rally  March 
29-30  at  the  Central  Fairgrounds  in 
Kosciusko.  This  campground  is  where 
the  organization  will  host  the  National 
Campers  on  Mission  Rally  this 
summer. 

The  summer  rally,  June  21-23,  will 
bringing  in  campers  from  all  over 
country  and  Mississippi  hosts  will 
bAmaking  final  plans  during  the 
MaAh  meeting.  Activities  for  the 
sut^mer  rally  will  begin  on  June  19, 
ami  Mississippi  Campers  on  Mission 
will!  be  on  hand  beginning  June  17. 
MaV  Price  is  national  rally 
coo.fdinator. 
t 


The  spring  rally  in  March  will 
feature  members  'Terry  and  Delphy 
Cross,  who  will  speak  on  a  volunteer 
mission  trip  they  took  to  Honduras 
last  spring. 

Campers  on  Mission  is  a  state  and 
national  organization  of  Christian 
campers,  under  Baptist  sponsorship, 
who  offer  a  witness  to  other  campers 
and  organize  volunteer  mission  work. 

Tb  register  for  the  national  rally, 
write  Mae  Price,  Rt.  10,  Box  468,  Col¬ 
umbus,  Miss.,  39702. 

The  Kosciusko  campground  has  a 
special  shaded  area  with  facilities,  for 
tenters. 


Evangelism/Bible  sessions 
are  rescheduled  for  March 


Memorial  services  were  at  Preston- 
wood  Church,  Dallas,  where  Weber’s 
son.  Bill,  is  pastor.  Warren  Hultgren, 
pastor  of  First,  'Tulsa,  officiated. 

Weber  is  survived  by  his  widow, 
Nettie,  and  three  children. 

Native  becomes 
FMB  medical 
consultant 

Mississippi  native  Van  Williams  III, 
42,  has  been  named  health  care  con¬ 
sultant  foi^  Jh^  Southern  Baptist 
Foreign  Mission 
Board,  effective 
May  1.  He  will  ad¬ 
vise  staff  mem¬ 
bers  and  mission¬ 
aries  on  health 
care  programs 
and  strategy,  a- 
round  the  world. 
Since  1974,  the 
Williams  Mississippi  Col¬ 
lege  graduate  has  been  a  pediatrician 
at  Bangalore  Baptist  Hospital  in  In¬ 
dia,  and  administrator  there  since 
1980. 

Williams,  who  was  bom  in  Colum¬ 
bus  and  lived  in  West  Point  and  Pon¬ 
totoc,  earned  his  medical  degrees 
from  the  University  of  Mississippi 
Medical  Center  in  Jackson;  attended 
Southwestern  Seminary,  Ft.  Worth; 
and  received  the  master  of  public 
health  degree  from  Johns  Hopkins 
University,  Baltimore. 

Williams  served  in  the  U.S.  Navy  as 
a  pediatrician,  and  while  a  medical 
student,  he  worked  in  various  medical 
jobs.  He  and  his  wife,  Sarah 
McGlamery  Williams  of  Houston, 
'Itex.,  served  as  Baptist  Student  Union 
summer  missionaries  to  Zimbabwe. 


The  Mississippi  Baptist  Evange¬ 
lism/Bible  Conference,  postponed  be¬ 
cause  of  icy  conditions  in  February, 
has  been  rescheduled  for  March  11-12, 
at.  First  Church,  Greenville,  with 
much  of  the  original  program  intact. 

'The  main  difference  in  the  new  pro¬ 
gram  is  that  it  will  begin  and  end 
several  hours  earlier.  The  program 
will  now  begin  at  1:30  p.m.,  Monday 
afternoon,  March  11,  instead  of  that 
evening  as  originally  planned.  And  the 
conference  will  conclude  'Tuesday 


evening  instead  of  Wednesday  noon. 

Of  the  plenary  speakers,  only  Perry 
Sanders,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Lafayette,  La.,  will  not  be  able  to 
speak  because  of  a  prior  commit¬ 
ment.  In  his  place  will  be  Jack  Stan¬ 
ton,  an  evangelist  from  Bolivai;  Mo. 

Malcolm  McDow,  (Charles  pHiller, 
Ron  Lewis,  and  Bill  Glass  remain  on 
the  program  as  scheduled  originally. 
Music  leaders  and  details  about  the 
program  will  be  in  next  week’s  Bap¬ 
tist  Record;- 
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23  church  planters 
commissioned  by  HMB 


By  Michael 

RIVERSIDE,  Calif.  (BP)  -  The 
gospel  must  be  central  to  achieve 
church  growth,  a  missions  leader  has 
reminded  a  group  of  church  planter 
apprentices. 

(^rald  B.  Palmer,  vice-president  for 
missions  for  the  Southern  Baptist 
Home  Mission  Board,  offered  tips  on 
church  growth  to  church  planter  ap¬ 
prentices  at  their  commissioning 
service. 

The  23  church  planter  apprentices 
were  commission^  by  the  Home  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  Jan.  27  in  a  special  service 
at  Magnolia  Avenue  Baptist  (Thurch  in 
Riverside,  Calif.  The  missionaries  will 
begin  churches  in  California,  Hawaii, 
and  Nevada  during  the  next  two  years. 

The  early  church  grew  because  its 
leaders  relied  on  power  from  God’s 
Spirit,  noted  Palmer.  The  power  to  be 
on  mission  already  has  b^n  given  to 
Christians  today.  Palmer  told  the 
group.  “(God’s  Spirit)  is  with  you  even 
unto  the  ends  of  California,  Nevada 
and  Winftemucca,’’  he  added,  refer¬ 
ring  to  the  missionaries’  places  Of 
service. 

The  message  of  Christ’s  virgin 
birth,  sinless  life,  sacrificial  death, 
resurrection,  and  second  coming  are, 
central  themes  the  early  church  pro- 


Tutterow 

claimed  as  the  good  news.  Palmer 
said,  and  though  methods  may  differ, 
“If  you  do  not  preach  ( these  themes ) , 
nothing  else  is  valid.” 

Church  growth  results  from  church 
members  caring  for  one  another,  he 
continued,  pointing  out  the  early 
church  grew  when  each  person  was 
considered  important. 

Palmer  warned  against  tending  to 
church  concerns  to  the  exclusion  of 
missions  outreach.  “Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  were  born  in  missions,  we  surviv¬ 
ed  in  missions,  and  we  have  grown 
through  missions,”  he  said.  “Without 
missions  we  will  die  And  your  church 
will  die  if  you  do  not  reach  out  beyond 
yourself.” 

The  commissioning  service,  only 
the  second  such  service  specifically 
for  church  planters,  was  held  in 
California  to  coincide  with  the  state’s 
emphasis  on  church  starting.  Of  the 
23  missionaries  commissioned, 
California  will  receive  17. 

The  church  planters,  their  home 
states  and  place  of  service  included 
Phillip  and  Terri  Badley,  Mississip¬ 
pi/Kentucky,  Canyon  County,  Calif, 
and  Randy  and  Susan  Wilson,  both  of 
Mississippi,  Chatsworth,  Calif. 

Tutterow  writes  for  HMB. 


S.  Baptists  greet  year 
with  records  in  giving 


By  Craig  Bird 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  — 
Southern  Baptists  greeted  the  first 
quarter  of  the  1984-85  fiscal  year  with 
record  levels  of  giving  to  their 
worldwide  mission  and  education 
programs. 

October-December  gifts  to  the  na¬ 
tional  Cooperative  Program,  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention’s  volun¬ 
tary,  unified  budget,  were  $27,949,117. 


The  NWMJC  BUS  group  which  traveled  to  Houston,  Tex.,  included  (front  row  L 
to  R)  Charlie  Mae  Srpith  —  Tunica,  Mary  Creasy  —  W.  Memphis,  Arkansas,  Margie 
Weeks  ^  Pittsboro,  Staci  Thomas  —  Charleston,  Margaret  Walthal  —  Horn  Lake.  Back 
L  to  R:  Rick  Alford,  B.S.U.  Director,  Jerry  Eubanks  —  Senatobia,  Max  Lindsey  —  Sarah. 
Phelan  Nichols  —  Olive  Branch,  James  Anderson  —  Mt.  Pleasant. 


national  Cooperative  Program. 

If  goals,  which  have  been  termed 
“conservative”  by  Planned  Growth  In 
Giving  Director  Cecil  Ray,  are  met,  by 
the  year  2000  Southern  Baptists  will 
be  giving  $20  billion  a  year  to  support 
mission  and  educational  work  at  their 
church,  their  association,  and  their 
state  and  national  conventions. 

Not  coincidentally,  2000  AD  is  the 


Students  fail  to  ‘save’  Houston, 
but  not  for  lack  of  hard  work 

On  January  6, 1985  nine  students  at  Northwest  Mississippi  Junior  College  and  their 
Baptist  Student  Union  director,  Rick  Alford,  left  the  snow  covered  hills  on  a  trek  that 
would  change  their  p>erspectives  concerning  people  and  Christian  mission  work.  This 
group  was  assigned  to  work  in  the  inner  city  portion  of  Houston,  Texas.  Their  work 
was  in  conjunction  with  the  Baptist  Mission  Centers  which  are  run  by  Mildred  McWhorter 
of  the  Home  Mission  Board. 

The  nine  students  who  represented  Northwest  were  Jerry  Eubanks,  Phelan  Nichols, 
James  Anderson,  Max  Lindsey,  Margie  Weeks,  Staci  Thomas.  Charlie  Mae  Smith, 
Margaret  Walthal.  and  Mary  Creasy.  Orientation  for  the  week  consisted  of  ten  weeks 
of  Bible  Study,  craft  preparation  and  fund  raising. 

The  students  left  the  Senatobia  campus  prepared  to  lead  27  Bible  studies  and  45 
handicrafts. 

The  students  were  immediately  assigned  to  sorting  clothes  and  toys  donated  to  the 
centers  during  Christmas.  This,  along  with  sorting  bread,  shoes,  and  food,  and  general 
cleaning,  would  become  a  daily  activity.  They  soon  discovered  that  to  do  mission  work, 
you  must  literally  get  your  "hands  dirty."  The  week  of  work,  Jan.  7-11,  also  included 
three  days  in  which  the  students  worked  with  “children  clubs.”  During  these  times 
they  were  leading  Bible  studies  and  craft  periods  with  the  children  who  came  to  the 
centers  after  school. 

"All-in-all  the  week  in  Houston  was  good  for  our  students,”  said  Alford  “They  learned 
that  missions  involves  a  variety  of  hard  work,  frolfi  teaching  Bible  stories  to  little  children 
to  making  unbearable  conditions  bearable  I  think  that  thd  best  aspect  of  the  trip  was 
in  living  in  the  ghetto  for  a  week.  Seeing  the  conditions  in  which  some  people  live 
is  startling  and  heart-breaking. 

"This  group  left  Mississippi  with  a  grandiose  idea  of  ‘saving’  Houston  in  a  week, 
only  to  return  tired  and  maybe  a  bit  disillusioned.  But  they  returned  with  memories 
of  an  experience  which  in  time  will  change  their  lives.” 

"I  think,”  Alford  continued,  “that  they  saw  that  in  all  people,  regardless  of  race,  creed, 
or  ecorwmic  conditions,  there  is  a  basic  need  for  God.  and  that  his  love  transcends 
all  situations” 
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Kindergarten/ 
Day  Care 
Clinic  set 

A  Kindergarten/Day  Care  Clinic, 
set  for  March  2  at  Broadmoor  Church. 
Jackson,  will  include  sessions  on 
“Sexual  Abuse  Among  Children.” 

Julius  Thompson,  director  of  the 
Church  Administration/Pastoral 
Ministries  Department  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board, 
which  sponsors  the  event,  said  the 
conference  will  be  addressing  the 
issue  “because  this  whole  question  of 
child  abuse  and  molestation  of 
children  has  become  a  national  issue.” 

The  conference,  coordinated  by 
Kaye  Keeton,  who  teaches 
kindergarten/day  care  work  at  Jones 
County  Junior  College,  begins  at  8 
a.m.,  March  2,  with  registration.  The 
program  starts  at  8:30,  and  concludes 
at  4  p.m. 

The  plenary  session  concerning 
mora^  and  spiritual  development  of 
children  will  be  led  by  Ray  Evett,  a 
Church  Administration  consultant 
with  the  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board 
in  Nashville. , 

Simultaneous  conferences,  allow  in 
participants  to  choose  four,  take  u^ 
most  of  the  day.  Topics  includ'^ 
fingerplays  and  action  songs ;  wat' 
play /sand  play;  ideas  for  activitiv 
how  to  assess  developmental  leveli 
teach  while  you  eat,  make  it/take  i; 
and  fun  and  games. 

Julie  Knight,  kindergarten/da 
care  director  at  the  host  church,  wL 
welcome  participants. 

To  register  for  the  conference,  it  is 
necessary  to  use  a  form  from  the  of 
fice  of  Julius  Thompson,  Box  530, 
Jackson,  Miss.,  39205.  A  $10  fee  is  re¬ 
quired  to  cover  materials  and  lunch. 


Beauty  is  truth,  truth  beauty.  — 
John  Keats  ^ 

A  gem  is  not  polished  without  rub¬ 
bing,  nor  a  man  perfect  without  trials. 


Carey  homecoming  moves  to  March 


That  was  9.58  percent  more  than  the 
first  quarter  contributions  in  1983-84 
—  an  increase  of  more  than  $2.4 
million. 

The  receipts  are  distributed  on  a 
percentage  basis  approved  by 
messengers  to  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  SBC  to  20  SBC  agencies.  One-half 
of  all  CP  contributions  go  to  the 
Foreign'Mission  Board,  19.7  percent 
goes  to  the  Home  Mission  Board  and 
another  20,6  percent  is  shared  by  the 
six  SBC  seminaries. 

The  basicoperating  budget  for  the 
national  SBC  agencies  for  1984-85 
through  the  Cooperative  Program  is 
$118  million.  Over  the  past  five  years 
first  quarter  CP  receipts  have  bwn  22 
to  23  percent  of  the  yearly  total.  The 
October-December  1984  figure  is  23  7 
percent  of  the  $118  million  goal.  (That 
translates  to-being  $1,550,000  short  of 
the  pro  rata  budget  figures  for  three 
montt)§.  —  Editor.) 

The  main  reason  for  the  excitement, 
he  explained,  is  Planned  Growth  In 
Giving,  an  ambitious  effort  to:  (1)  in¬ 
crease  the  percentage  of  giving  by  in¬ 
dividual  Southern  Baptists  to  their 
local  church :  ( 2)  increase  the  percen¬ 
tage  of  giving  by  local  SBC  churches 
to  their  associations  and  state  conven¬ 
tions,  and  (3)  increase  the  percentage 
of  giving  by  state  conventions  to  the 


target  year  for  Southern  Baptists  to 
complete  Bold  Mission  Thrust  —  an 
effort  to  make  sure  every  living 
human  being  on  earth  has  heard  the 
gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  and  had  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  respond  to  it. 

Of  the  35  state  conventions 
cooperating  with  the  SBC,  32  gave 
more  through  the  national 
Cooperative  Program  in  1984-85  than 
in  the  same  period  last  year  —  and  17 
are  more  than  10  percent  ahead  of 
their  1983-84  pace.  Also.  14  stale  con¬ 
ventions  already  have  given  more 
than  $1  million,  three  are  above  the  $2 
million  mark  and  one  —  Texas  —  gave 
more  than  $4.8  million. 

Craig  Bird  is  Baptist  Press  feature 
editor. 


Forest  Church,  Forest:  June  23; 
Homecoming  Day;  fellowship, 
reminiscing,  and  “dinner  on  the 
ground.”  “Every  effort  will  be  made 
to  contact  every  former  member, 
former  staff  member,  and  other  in¬ 
terested  friends  and  relatives  of  the 
Forest  Church  family,”  said  Selma 
Rushing,  (Chairman,  Homecoming 
Activities. 


HATTIESBURG  -  William  Carey 
College  homecoming  takes  on  a  new 
look  this  year  as  the  traditional  event 
moves  from  April  to  March  and  ex¬ 
pands  to  two  days. 

Homecoming  ’85,  scheduled  for 
March  1-2.  kicks  off  Friday  night  with 
the  Crusaders  taking  on  Spring  Hill 
College  in  a  NAIA  District  30  basket¬ 
ball  contest.  Crowning  of  the 
homecoming  queen  and  presentation 
of  the  homecoming  court  will  be 
featured  at  halftime. 

Saturday's  events  include  an  open 
house  at  the  biology  department's  new 
greenhouse  and  a  coffee  fellowship 
sponsored  by  the  Greenhouse  Fund 
trustees.  Presentation  of  the  new 
Carey  Alumni  Association  officers. 
Outstanding  Alumnus  Award,  and 
Class  Attendance  Award  will  follow. 

After  the  alumni  luncheon,  tours 
will  be  provided  through  recently- 
renovated  Johnson  and  Ross  Halls 
and  Carey’s  baseball  team  will  play 
Delta  State  University  in  a 
doubleheader  at  Morgag  Field.  A 
reception  for  the  Alumnus  of  the  Year 
will  clos6  out  Homecoming  activities 
at  2  p.m^ 


Registration  fee  is  $7,  which  in¬ 
cludes  the  Saturday  luncheon  and  ad¬ 
mission  to  both  ball  games.  Tickets 
may  be  purchased  upon  arrival  but 
reservations  must  bemade.  For  more 
information  contact  the  William 
Carey  College  Alumni  Officer  at  (601 1 
.582-5051. 

Mt.  Vernon 
Leflore,  burns 

Mt.  Vernon  Baptist  Church  ( Leflore 
Association)  burned  to  the  ground 
Jan.  11.  “They  plan  to  rebuild.” 
reported  Gerald  Welch,  Leflore  direc¬ 
tor  of  missions  who  is  filling  in  at  the 
pulpit  presently. 

Services  were  being  held  at  First 
Church,  Minter  City  on  Sunday  after¬ 
noons.  Welch  said  the  single,  T-shaped 
building  had  about  ^0,000  worth  of 
insurapce. 

Pastor  Allen  Robinson  had  just 
resigned  to  go  to  college  shortly  before 
the  fire. 

Welch  reported  the  fire  was  likely 
caused  by  faulty  wiring. 


CLASSIFIED 


FOR  S.ALF':  Heavy  industrial 
metal  SHELVING:  2  two  wheel 
HAM)  TRUCKS:  1  NCR  CASH 
RE(;iSTER  with  paper.  Call 
manager.  Kaptist  B«K>k  Store. 
Jackson.  (W)l)  :t.5-l-:!ll7. 


FOR  SALE:  ‘iJXSIl  DOUBLE¬ 
WIDE  TRAILER.  1  classrooms.  2 
bathrooms,  I  large  meeting  rcmm. 
Pineview  Baptist  Church,  Hat¬ 
tiesburg.  MS.  ((>(ll).544-‘2.5:t2  after 
•1:041  p.m. 


CHURdI  ( ONTR.At  TORS  — 
For  complete  design,  construction, 
renovations,  additions,  call  or 
write  l^oxco.  Ltd..  Box  64.  Bran- 
dim.  MS  ;lf)042.  (601)  X23-4t»:t. 

CHRISTIAN  TOURS  —  Senior 
Citizens  —  ¥outh  Groups.  .Any> 
where  in  U.S.  47-passenger  Silver 
Eagle  bus.  Experienced  driver. 
Tom  Shows,  Route  I,  Box  96,  Soso, 
MS  :19480.  729-2202. 
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My  children,  our  love  should 
not  be  just  words  and  talk;  it 
must  be  true  love,  which 
shows  itself  In  action. 

(1  John  3:18  TEV) 

Week  of  Prayer  for  Home 

Missions 

March  3-10, 1985 


L’NOla  Hall  Cares!— Hinder  home 
missionary  L'Nola  Hall's  guidance  At 
lanta’s  Stewart  Center  provides  a 
gymnasium  and  playground  for 
neighborhood  children,  ihmb  pnom 


Annie  Armstrong  Easter 
Offering 

National  Coal:  $30,000,000 


John  Kasa  Cares!— 

Home  missionary  John 
Kasa's  Polish  heart 
yearns'for  other  Polish 
Americans  in  Cleve¬ 
land,  Ohio,  to  accept 
Christ  as  their  Saviour 
,HMs  pnoto) 


cares! — Home  mis¬ 
sionary  Ken  Brooks  has 
f'-'ind  community  in¬ 
volvement  is  the  key 
o  starting  new 
%  lurches  m  Kailua- 
;ona  Hawaii.  .HMBpnoto) 


Don  Wells  Cares! — oon  wens,  southern  Baptist  chaplain  to 
the  Houston  seaport,  meets  the  world  without  ever  leaving 
Texas.  (HM8  photo)  ' 
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Fetus  said  person 

BISMARCK,  N.D.  {EP)-The 
mother  of  a  still-born  child  can  sue 
her  doctor  and  hospital  on  the  child’s 
behalf  for  negligence,  according  to  a 
North  Dakota  Supreme  Court  ruling. 

The  court  ruled  that  an  unborn  fetus 
that  dies  before  birth  is  a  person 
under  North  Dakota  Law.  The  ruling 
overturned  a  lower-court  decision, 
and  ordered  ^he  case  back  for  trial. 

According  to  the  court’s  decision,  a 
child  “conceived  but  not  born  is  to  be 
deemed  an  existing  person  so  far  as 
may  be  necessary  for  its  interests  in 
the  event  of  its  subsequent  birth.’’  The 
court’s  4-0  opinion  also  said. 


Evelyn  Manning  Burke 


The  telephone  rang  one  morning  in  group.”  In  Church  Training,  she  w  w  •«.  ^ 

the  office  of  the  Christian  Action  Com-  taught  seven-year-olds.  In  Baptist  |  V  V  ir  ‘ 

mission,  on  fourth  floor  of  the  Baptist  Women,  she  has  held  “most  every  of-  | 

Building.  The  (then)  director,  Clark  fice.”  |  x  \ 

Hensley,  answered.  ^  Ruth  Evelyn  —  that’s  what  they  us-  |  ^ 

“I  can’t  come  to  work  today,”  said  ed  to  call  her  when  she  was  growing 

the  voice  of  his  secretary,  Evelyn  up  —  was  baptized  at  Drew  Baptist 

Burke.  “I’m  in  the  hospital.”  Church  at  age  10.  She  was  a  Manning  At  her  retirement  party  in  the  Baptist  Building,  Evelyn  Burke  greets  her  daughter, 

“What  in  the  world  is  the  matter?”  then,  born  at  Drew.  In  fact,  her  Debbie  Easley;  her  grandson.  Corey,  age  2y2;  and  a  guest.  Calvin  Batson. 

“I  fell  out  of  a  tree.”  father’s  name  was  Archie  Manning. 

Dr.  Hensley  started  laughing.  But  (Her  mother  was  Eula.)  The  ball- 

instead  of  being  mad  at  him  for  his  playing  Archie  Manning  is  her  cousin, 
lack  of  sympathy,  Evelyn  started  Both  Archies  were  named  for  the 
laughing,  too.  That’s  a  go^  example  same  man.  Evelyn’s  grandfather, 
of  the  sense  of  humor  she  has,  the  kind  Elisha,  had  a  brother  named  Archie, 
that  kept  her  going  at  an  even-  Her  father,  who  died  when  Evelyn  was 
tempered  pace  through  eight  years  of  four,  was  named  for  that  uncle.  Her 
work  with  Hinds  Baptist  Ass^iation  Great-uncle  Archie  was  the  famous 
and  18  years  with  Mississippi  Bap-  Archie’s  grandfather.  Got. that 
tists’  Christian  Action  Commission  as  straight?  Also,  Kathy  Manning,  the 
administrative  assistant.  During  23  of  current  Miss  Mississippi,  is  a  cousin 
those  years.  Dr.  HenslQ'  was  her  boss,  of  Evelyn’s. 

( He  was  director  of  missions  for  Hinds  Evelyn  was  graduated  from  Drew 

Association  when  she  worked  there. )  High  School  and  studied  at  Blue 
For  the  past  three  years,  she  has  Mountain  College  for  two  years.  At 
worked  with  Paul  Jones,  current  Drew  she  met  Ralph  Burke,  who  wals 
director  of  the  CAC.  She  retired  on  working  in  the  barbershop.  Their  first 
Jan.  31.  date?  “We  probably  walked  to  the 

I  remember  the  two-story  house~movie,”  she  supposed.  “He  didn’t  have 
that  stood  on  the  corner  of  Mississip-  a  car  then.”  They  got  married  Nov.  12. 
pi  and  President  streets,  where  the  1939.  After  they  moved  to  Jackson,  he 
Baptist  Building  is.  Hinds  County  owned  a  barbershop  here.  Later  he 
Baptists’  offices  were  in  that  house  for  opened  a  sporting  goods  store  — 
a  while.  Evelyn,  5’1”,  blue  eyes,  light  Burke’s  Shooting  Supplies.  In  their 
brown  hair,  was  employed  there,  along  early  years,  before  she  started  work 
with  Dr.  Hensley  and  Altie  Grubb  and  in  the  office  of  Calvary  (Jhurch  and 
Kathryn  Jasper,  BSD  director  for  non-  then  at  Hinds  Association  and  tlie 
Baptist  colleges  in  the  area.  Christian  Action  Commission,  she  and 

Recently,  on  the  night  of  January  15,  Ralph  loved  to  fish.  Once  a  w^k,  he’d 
Dr.  Hensley  and  his  wife,  Margaret,  close  the  store  and  they’d  go  fishing, 
gave  Evelyn  a  retirement  party.  Then  Fours  years  ago,  in  1981,  Ralph  died, 
on  January  3L  Paul -Jones  And  the  ■  only  a  few  days  after  the  death  of 
Christian  Action  Commission  gave  a  Evelyn’s  only  sister,  Marian  Morgan, 
reception  in  the  Sky  Room  in  her  in  Memphis, 
honor.  I  njissed  that,  because  I  was  in  Both  her  sons-in-law  are  named 
(Joodman  that  day,  but  I  understand  Bill.  Eva  Rose,  who  married  Bill 
that  Lloyd  Lunceford’s  part  on  the  pro-  Brown,  lives  in  the  Chicago  area, 
gram  was  nothing  less  than  hilarious.  Their  children  are  Chris  and 
Baptist  Building  employees’  gift  to  Step)hanie.  Debbie  and  her  husband, 

Evelyn  was  a  broach  watch.  Bill  Easley,  and  their  son,  Corey,  live 

“In  all  those  years  of  working  in  Jackson, 
together,”  Dr.  Hensley  told  me,  “we  Evelyn  has  been,  and  is,  a  good 
had  no  hassles  or  temper  losses  friend  of  mine.  One  interest  we  share 
■■■IIIIIIIIIIIIIMlI  whatever.  She  is  is  the  love  of  travel ;  she  says  she’ll  be 
disciplined.  She  is  doing  a  lot  of  that  now,  she  exp>Mts  — 
a  compassionate  some  of  it  to  see  the  grandchildren 
person,  understan-  near  Chicago.  I  remember  that  she 
ding  of  others’  went  to  the  Holy  Land  one  year  on  a 
needs.”  One  time  tour  led  by  Dr.  Hensley,  and  she  flew 
he  tried  to  de-  to  Germany  to  visit  Eva  Rose  when 
crease  the  amount  her  Bill  was  a  lieutenant  colonel  in  the 
^  T  of  counseling  he  army.  Once  she  talked  about  going  to 

*  *  was  doing.  “But  Brazil  with  me  to  visit  her  nephew, 

Mrs.  Burke  Evelyn  wouldn’t  Billy  Morgan,  who  was  a  missionary 
let  me.  She  would  hear  a  person’s  there  for  a  good  many  years,  and  is 
story,  feel  sorry  for  that  person,  and  now  p>astor  of  Wells  Station  Church  in 
say ‘Maybe  he’ll  have  time  to  see  you’  Memphis,  but  that  trip  didn’t 
or  ask  me,  ‘Can’t  you  see  materialize. 

- - for  a  few  minutes?”’  When  she’s  home  (4840  Gaylyn 

He  added,  “She  is  fiercely  loyal  to  Drive,  Jackson,  phone  922-9210),  she 
her  church,  her  fanfily,  her  work.  In  reads  a  lot  and  sews  a  little, 
order  to  be  as  effective  in  her  career  ‘This  is  the  day  the  Lord  hath 
as  she  has  been,  she  needced  the  sup>-  made;  we  will  rejoice  and  be  glad  in 
pwrt  of  her  family  —  and  She  has  had  it”  (Psalm  118:24).  “That  is  my 
that.”  favorite  verse,”. she  told  me,  “one  I 

For  45  years,  ever  since  she  moved  always  say  (liunng  my  morning  devo- 
to  Jackson,  she  has  belonged  to  tional  time.  When  I  would  get  in  the 
Calvary  Clhui^h.  For  over  30  of  those  car  to  leave  for  work,  I  would  say  it 
yearsv  she  has  taught  six-year-olds  in  again.”  lb  me,  that  shows  the  confi- 
Sunday  School,  or  directed  the  six-  dent,  calm,  joyous,  strong-in-faith 
year  depurtment.  her  “favorite  age  typ)e  of  person  she  is. 


Israeli  congregation  harassed 
barred  from  rented  building 


By  David  Smith 

REHOVOT,  Israel  (BP)  —  A  con-  of  his  building  were  then  smashed, 
gregation  of  Jewish  believers  in  Christ  Earlier  he  had  hired  a  bodyguard 
in  Rehovot,  Israel,  has  been  barred  after  being  shoved  and  receiving 
from  worshiping  in  its  rented  building  other  threats  on  his  life, 
by  a  city  government  injunction.  The  city’s  mayor,  Ezekiel 

The  group,  Grace  and  Truth  Harmelech,  and  its  leading  rabbi. 
Assembly,  says  it  also  has  been  Simcha  Kook,  both  condemned  the 
harassed  by  extremist  Orthodox  Jews.  November  move  of  the  congregation 

The  city  of  Rehovot  contends  the  ^^e  presence 

congregation,  which  operates  a  small  of  bel'evmg  communities  in  Rehovot. 
publishing  house,  is  in  an  area  zoned  Their  statement  have  been  ‘con- 
strictly  as  residential.  Pastor  Baruch  the  atmosphere  of 

Moaz  says  the  building  formerly  hous-  '’'olence.  Moaz  charged, 
ed  a  kindergarten  and  reports  Inter-  .  congregation  received  the  in- 
national  Business  Machines  com-  December, 

peted  with  the  assembly  to  rent  the  f  ^  mating  in  in- 

facility.  Synagogues  and  rabbinical  Y  ^ 

schools  also  operate  in  the  vicinity,  he 
adds  location. 

A  Piiv  rlpim^  ihp  Pon-  The  Congregation  held  its  first 


Indian  church  turns 
flood  into  blessing 


TULSA,  Okla.  (BP)  —  The  rains  came  down  and  the  floods  came  up. 
as  the  children’s  song  says.  But  Bowen  Indian  (?hurch  in  Tulsa,  Okla., 
was  “built  upxHi  the  rock”  so  it  stood  firm. 

The  building  suffer^,  but  the  “church”  is  rebuilding  from  a  May  28 
flood  which  rose  five  feet  in  the  auditorium,  warpied  pews  and  piled  them 
against  the  door  alongside  the  pulpht,  pHished  out  walls,  soaked  the 
p)reacher’s  library,  ruined  two  buses,  and  left  mud  everywhere. 

But  Pastor  Ira  Pisachubbee  calls  the  flood  a  blessing  because,  in  the 
rebuilding,  the  church  is  expanding  its  facility  which  had  been  bursting 
with  people. 

The  church  had  grown  from  40  in  Sunday  School  when  Pisachubbee 
became  piaster  in  September  1980  to  a  regular  130-150  attendance.  The 
rebuilt  sanctuary  will  seat  nearly  300. 

The  church  is  buying  surrounding  land  and  is  talking  about  building 
a  new  facility. 

“If  we  really  want  to  see  something  done,  this  is  the  time  to  do  it.” 
Pisachubbee  told  his  congregation  recently,  “I  don’t  ever  want  us  to  slow 
down  or  stop.  I  just  want  us  to  keep  going  because  there  are  a  lot  of  pieo- 
ple  that  aren’t  saved  yet  that  ne^  to  be  saved.” 

Pisachubbee  thinks  big.  He  was  piaster  Of  an  Anglo  church  in  Oakhurst 
for  13  years  before  coming  to  Bowen,  his  first  Indian  piastorate. 

“Many  Indian  churches  feel  like  they  can’t  do  it  because  they’ve  never 
tried,”  says  Pisachubbee,  a  Choctaw.  “I’ve  always  felt  anybody  can  do 


anything  they  want  to. 


Many  pieople  helpied* Bowen  Church  recover  from  the  flood.  It  receiv¬ 
ed  $9,000  from  state  and  natidhal  Southern  Baptist  agencies.  Others 
respionded  by  donating  an  organ  and  supiplies  destroyed  by  muddy  water. 
The  church  still  needs  office  equipment,  a  bus  and  a  van. 

Although  most  of  Bowen’s  membm  are  employed,  Indians  as  a  group 
in  Tulsa  and  the  state  are  among  those  in  the  worst  economic  condition. 


BSSB  OKs  editorial  guides  on  women’s  ordination 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  - 
Trustees  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Sun¬ 
day  School  Board  adopted  editorial 
guidelines  concerning  ordination  of 
women,  affirmed  the  actions  of  Presi¬ 
dent  Lloyd  Elder  in  dealing  with 
critical  concerns  about  board  pro¬ 
ducts  and  employees  and  elected  two 
veteran  employees  to  department 
management  posts. 

The  agenda  of  the  two-day  semi¬ 
annual  meeting  Feb.  5-6  was  crowded 
with  business  items  as  the  trustees 
also  adopted  a  three  percent  increase 
in  church  literature  prices  effective 
April  1966,  authorized  an  increase  in 
the  formula  for  state  convention  sup¬ 
port,  and  heard  a  report  on  1983-84 
from  Elder. 

Don  Early,  49,  was  elected  manager 
of  the  newly  created  financial  and 
technical  services  department,  effec¬ 
tive  March  1.  A  26-year  employee  of 
the  board.  Early  has  been  manager 
of  the  investment  office  since  1979. 

Joe  Denney,  46,  was  named  to 
manage  the  telecommunications 
department  formed  Oct.  1, 1984.  Den¬ 
ney,  a  23-year  employee,  has  led 
telecommunications  work  since  its  in¬ 
ception  at  the  board  in  1982. 

After  one  hour  of  debate,  the  pro¬ 
posed  editorial  guidelines  on  ordina¬ 
tion  of  women  were  adopted  by  a  vote 
of  43-20. 

Overall,  the  guidelines  specify  giv¬ 
ing  “clear  support  to  basic  Christian 
and  Baptist  beliefs”  while  dealing 
"factually  and  fairly  with  differing 
points  of  view  among  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists.” 

The  guidelines  emphasize  “ordina¬ 
tion  of  deacons  and  ministers  is  a 
matter  completely  under  the  authori¬ 
ty  of  the  local  congregation”  and  the 
lx)ard  will  “continue  to  affirm  and  en¬ 
courage  the  biblical  and  historic  con¬ 
tribution  of  women  to  the  cause  of 
Christ.” 

Acknowledging  differences  of  opi¬ 
nion  exist  among  Southern  Baptists 
concerning  ordination  of  women,  the 
guidelines  state  that  in  church 
literature  and  Convention  Press  pro¬ 
ducts,  “the  issue  will  be  dealt  with  fac¬ 
tually  and  fairly  with  neither  point  of 
view  being  ignored  or  disparaged." 


The  guidelines  were  adopted  after 
a  proposed  amendment  failed  by  a 
vote  of  32-26  which  would  have  pro¬ 
hibited  any  stand  for  or  against  or¬ 
dination  of  women  in  any  church 
literature  or  Convention  Fh^s  pro¬ 
duct.  The  amendment  was  proposed 
by  Ned  Mathews,  pastor  of  Parkwood 
Baptist  Church,  Gastonia,  N.C. 

Roland  Maddox,  a  layman  from 
Bellevue  Baptist  Church,  Memphis, 
Tenn.,  said  the  guidelines  give  equal 
treatment  to  opposing  views  when  “I 
beheve  most  Baptists  are  opposed  to 
the  ordinalion  of  women.” 

Elder  said  the  board  “will  not 
become  an  endorser,  advocate  or 
disparager”  of  views  concerning  or¬ 
dination  of  women.  “If  these 
guidelines  are  established,  our  editors 
and  writers  will  conform  to  them,”  he 
said. 

In  the  final  action  of  the  meeting, 
trustees  adopted  without  opposition  a 
motion  expressing  confidence  in 
Elder’s  handling  of  critical  concerns 
and  affirming  support  of  the  “Baptist 
Faith  and  Message.” 

The  action  followed  a  presentation 
by  Elder  the  previous  day  in  which  he 
outlined  a  plan  of  action  for  respon¬ 
ding  to  critical  concerns. 

Elder  reviewed  three  recent  ilustra- 
tions  of  critical  letters  he  has  receiv¬ 
ed  in  which  the  writers  had  also  sent 
copies  to  each  trustee.  He  said  the  in¬ 
cidents  raise  three  important  ques¬ 
tions:  “What; -if  any,  impact  should 
critical  correspondence  have  on  the 
agenda  of  trustee  meetings?  How 
should  the  president  respond  to 
critical  concerns?  and  What  is  the 
commitment  and  practice  of  the 
president  and  trustees  regarding  Ho¬ 
ly  Scripture?” 

One  incident  Elder  cited  was  cor¬ 
respondence  from  Paige  Patterson, 
president  of  the  Criswell  Center  for 
Biblical  Studies,  Dallas,  in  which  he 
questioned  whether  a  commentary  mi 
the  book  of  Joshua  by  board  employee 
Trent  Butler  adheres  to  the  guidelines 
of  the  “Baptist  Faith  and  Message.” 
The  commentary  was  written  by 
Butler  while  he  was  teaching  at  Bap¬ 
tist  Seminary  in  Ruschlikon, 


By  Linda  Lawson 

Smtzerland,  as  a  Baptist  foreign  mis¬ 
sionary  and  was  published  in  1982  by 
Word,  Inc.,  Waco,  Texas. 

Elder  said  he  acknowledged  Patter¬ 
son’s  first  letter  which  he  received 
Jan.  10  and  which  Elder  said  was  bas¬ 
ed  on  second-hand  information.  Elder 
promised  Patterson  in  his  response  of 
Jan.  14  to  look  into  the  matter  since 
he  was  not  familiar  with  the  book  in 
question.  Elder  received  a  second  let¬ 
ter  from  Patterson  dated  Jan.  25,  with 
copies  to  each  trustee,  in  which  Elder 
said  Patterson  criticized  his  alleged 
inaction  concerning  the  matter. 

“In  15  short  days  he  thrust  the  issue 
upon  the  tnistees  as  if  all  the  facts 
were  known  and  the  time  for  decision 
had  already  come,”  said  Elder.  ‘The 
urgent  concern  of  Brother  Paige  Pat¬ 
terson  is  receiving  the  careful  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  president  of  the 
board.  But  the  president  of  this  board 
must  not  act  irresponsibly  based  on 
incomplete  information.” 

On  the  one  hand,  said  Elder,  “we 
should  not  allow  each  meeting  to  be 
dominated  by  correspondence  concer¬ 
ning  critical  concerns.”  However,  on 
the  other  hand,  “neither  should  we  be 
silent  because  it  would  tend  to  isolate 
trustees  from  the  president.” 

In  a  related  matter,  Larry  Holly,  a 
physician  from  Beaumont,  Texas,  in¬ 
troduced  two  motions  at  the  close  of 
the  meeting.  The  first  motion,  refer¬ 
red  to  the  Plans  and  Policies  Clommit- 
tee  for  further  study,  called  for  more 
stringent  guidelines  concerning 
biblicM  content  of  materials  publish¬ 
ed  by  Broadman  Press  and  specified 
all  Broadman  products  on  the  market 
be  reviewed  aod  any  found  in  violation 
be  withdrawn. 

A  second  motion  which  was 
defeated  by  a  wide  majority  would 
have  instructed  the  president  of  the 
board  to  apprise  trustees  of  any  ques¬ 
tions  concerning  board  products  or 
employees  and  of  his  plan  of  action  for 
responding  to  the  questions. 

In  other  business,  trustees  authoriz¬ 
ed  the  creation  of  a  special  ministries 
department  to  include  black  church 
relations,  special  education  and 
language  publishing.  Revisions  of  pro¬ 


gram  statements  for  the  board’s  17 
programs  were  adopted  along  with 
changes  in  the  formulas  for  support 
for  state  CMiventiMis  and  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention. 

Sui^rt  to  the  state  conventions  will 
be  increased  gradually  over  the  five- 
year  period  1985-90  as  part  of  the 
board’s  commitment  to  Bold  Mission 
Thrust,  with  earliest  increases  going 
to  work  in  newer  convention  states. 

In  his  report  of  progress  during  the 
first  year  of  his  administration.  Elder 
emphasized,  “As  far  as  I’m  concern¬ 
ed,  the  single  most  burning  issue  at 
the  Sunday  School  Board  is  the 
authentic  success  of  Bold  Mission 
Thrust.  Bold  Mission  Thrust  is  a  rela¬ 
tionship  we  have  to  Jesus  (Christ.  Bold 
Mission  Thrust  has  been  bedrock -io 
the  Sunday  School  Board  in  the  last 
year.” 

Among  contributions  Elder  cited  in¬ 
cluded  adoption  of  guidelines  for 
treatment  of  the  millennium  in 
literature,  participation  in  the 
denomination’s  study  of  Baptist  work 
in  Canada,  launching  of  Baptist 
Telecommunication  Network,  and 
commitment  to  a  strategy  for 
language  publishing. 

Trustees  apd  the  administrative 
staff  of  the  board  individually  com¬ 
mitted  themselves  to  participation  in 


Sunrise  honors 
WMU  pioneers 

Sunrise  Church,  Carthage,  honored 
four  women  on  Sunday,  Feb.  10,  who 
vyere  its  pioneers  in  Woman’s  Mis¬ 
sionary  Union. 

The  WMU  at  Sunrise  was  organiz¬ 
ed  in  1953.  Four  who  helped  to 
organize  it,  and  who  have  been  active 
in  it  through  the  years  since,  are  Mrs. 
Irma  Thornton,  Mrs.  Ben  Walton, 
Mrs.  Mazie  Wilcher,  and  Mrs.  Lena 
Beckham. 

The  church  recognized  these  four  on 
Feb.  10,  and  presented  corsages  to 
them.  Mrs.  Marie  Brantley  is  the 
WMU  director;  Alton  Hodnett  is  the 

na«;tnr  * 


Planned  Growth  In  Giving,  a  15-year 
plan  for  increasing  Southern  Baptist 
giving  to  support  Bold  Mission  Thnist. 

IVustee  chairman  John  Bryan,  a 
patholc^ist  from  Bluefield,  W.  Va., 
said,  “Bold  Mission  Thrust  will  be  lit¬ 
tle  more  than  a  catfdiy  slogan  unless 
it  is  immersed  in  bold  praying  and 
supported  by  bold  giving.” 

Bryan  was  reelected'to  a  second 
one-year  term  as  chairman. 

Linda  Lawson  writes  for  the  Sunday 
School  Board. 


Israeli 

congregation 


•  •  • 


(Continued  from  page  7) 
another  10  minutes  before  leaving.” 

Moaz  said  pickets  am>eared  outside 
the  gate  to  the  new  location  the  follow¬ 
ing  week.  Persons  seeking  to  enter  the 
building  were  harassed  and  occa¬ 
sionally  restrained.  Moaz  complain¬ 
ed  the  police  rarely  came  when 
called. 

On  Dec.  8  a  well-publicized  and 
licensed  demonstration  was  held  and 
a  number  of  believers  again  were  not 
allowed  to  enter  the  building,  even 
though  police  were  present,  Moaz 
said. 

Jonathan  Tkvi,  a  lawyer  for  the  Civil 
Liberties  Association  in  Israel, 
observed  the  demonstration  and  ex¬ 
pressed  dismay  at  the  lack  of 
response  by  police 

That  evening  protesters  threw 
stones  at  the  building  but  the  police 
said  they  were  “too  busy  to  come,” 
Moaz  said. 

Smith  is  Southern  Baptist  press 
representative  in  Israel. 


Lottie  reports  .  .  . 

Bethany  Church.  Calhoun  County, 
went  over  its  Lottie  Moon  goal  on  the 
first  Sunday  of  the  offering  emphasis. 
The  goal  was  $2,250.  The  church  gave 
$5,359  to  the  foreign  mission  offering. 
Bobby  J.  Cook  Jr.  is  the  pastor. 


t 


Ridgecrest  Church,  Hattiesburg, 
held  a  note  burning  ceremony  in  Oc¬ 
tober  1984,  on  homecoming  day,  to 
signify  that  the  church’s  debt  to  First 
Magnolia  Savings  &  Loan  was  paid  in 
full.  In  a  recent  letter  to  the  churches 
of  Lebanon  Association,  Ridgecrest 
Church,  (Cecil  Walters,  pastpr),  ex¬ 
pressed  appreciation  “for  your 
prayers,  love,  and  financial  support 
during  our  financial  needs  in  the  past 
years.” 


In  Pascagoula 


LaFont  Inn 
makes  your 
business 
a  pleasure 


David  Meece  to 
be  in  Tupelo  concert 

}M  ,  Calvary  Church,  Tupelo,  will  pre- 

"  f  sent  David  Meece  in  concert  on  Satur- 

day,  March  2,  at  7  p.m.  in  the  Tupelo 
V  High  School  Civic  Auditorium. 

The  tickets  will  for  $6  in 
vance  or  $7  at  the  door. 

H.  Simpson,  W,  J.  McKlesky,  Dennis  Johnsey,  pastor,  E.  J.  The  concert  is  sponsocjed  by 
Smith,  Peggy  Saliba,  Mitchell  McNabb,  Walter  Smith,  and  Ed-  Calvary’s  On  TVack  Youth  Ministries 
na  Langworthy.  and  the  Calvary  Youth  Council. 


■  193  resort  rooms,  convertible  interview' 
bedrooms  and  new  enecutive  suites  ■  6 


banquet/ meeting 


rooms  for  SO-350 

■  Olympic-Size  pool  and  heated  whirlpool 

■  Sauna  and  exerose  room  ■  Lighted  tenrxs 
courts 


Call  toll  free: 
i&ll-800-8?1-3668 
U.  S.  90  East,  Pascagoula 


First  Church,  Pascagoula,  broke  ground  Jan  20  (or  a  new 
east  wing  addition.  Pictured,  left  to  right,  are  Robert  Lynn,  Jr.,1 
R'ay  Ford.  Henry  Torjusen,  M.  H.  Travis.  Peggy  Wilkinson,  J- 
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State  Line  pays 
tribute  to 
life  of  deacon 


- Devotional - ^ - 

The  love  of  God  for  God’s  sake 


I  By  Gayle  Alexander,  pastor.  First,  Tupelo 

I  Luke  10:27  I 

The  ‘love  of  God  for  God’s  sake’  goes  far  beyond  both  ‘the  love  of  self  for 
self’s  sake’,  and  ‘the  love  of  God  for  self's  sake,’  which  we  have  written  about 
earlier.  Considerable  growth  has  taken  place  with  the 
development  of  love  on  this  level.  It  comes  when  a  Chris- 
tian  realizes  that  God  has  beauty  and  value  inherently, 
without  any  thought  of  utility,  that  is,  seeing  God  as  simp- 

■  ly  one  who  is  to  meet  his  needs.  The  nature  of  God  is  love. 

B  f  Mm  goodness,  grace,  etc.,  and  he  is  worthy  to  be  loved  simply 
H  b^ause  of  his  person.  What  a  splendid  expression  of  Chris- 

tian  faith  when  one  has  grown  to  the  point  of  ‘loving  God 

■  for  God’s  sake.’ 

B  IH  May  I  illustrate  this  in  the  family?  For  instance,  a  wife 

■Alexander  in  the  home  would  like  to  know  she  is  loved,  not  for  what 
she  can  do  for  the  family;  cooking,  house  cleaning,  etc.,  but  she  wants  to  be 
loved  for  who  she  is  as  a  person.  Children  in  the  home  want  to  be  loved  for 
no  reason  other  than  who  they  are,  sons  or  daughters.  Personhood  is  affirm¬ 
ed  when  others  love  with  no  ulterior  motives  in  mind. 

To  love  a  person  solely  for  the  contribution  that  person  can  make  is  to  place 
him  under  a  terrible  burden  of  having  to  earn  love.  Again,  one  of  the  worst 
judgments  that  could  be  placed  on  a  member  of  the  family  is  to  feel  that  one 
has  to  perform  in  order  for  his  family  to  love  him.  Children,  husbands,  wives, 
all  need  to  be  affirmed  as  persons  of  worth  apart  from  having  to  earn  their 
right  to  be  loved. 

To  bask  in  the  presence  of  God  with  delightful  joy,  with  no  ulterior  motives 
in  mind,  represents  genuine  growth  in  love.  It  demonstrates  a  giant  step  for¬ 
ward  out  of  selfishness  into  maturity. 

This  kind  of  love  could  be  described  as  ‘gift’  love.  It  is  love  that  seeks  to 
create,  not  to  acquire.  The  focus  is  on  giving  and  not  getting.  It  is  akin  to  the 
love  that  God  has  for  humanity.  God’s  love  is  complete  ‘gift’  love.  God  does 
not  have  needs,  and  therefore,  it  is  impossible  for  men  to  minister  to  needs 
in  God.  Furthermore,  God  is  continually  seeking  to  do  for  men,  to  bless  men. 
and  to  affirm  men. 

‘To  love  God  for  God’s  sake’  produces  genuine  strength  of  character  in  a 
person.  One  is  empowered  to  continually  serve  the  Lord  regardless  of  whether 
things  go  well  or  not.  For  Job  to  say:  “Though  he  slay  me,  yet  will  I  trust 
him”  is  to  ‘love  God  for  God’s  sake.’ 


Morgan  E.  White,  deacon  at  Firs' 
Church,  State  Line,  died  on  Jan  27. 
Funeral  ser\  ice"s  were  held _Jan. 

First  Church,  State  Line,  anc  tb  • 
pastor,  Danny  W.  Rogers,  on  Feb  ; 
adopted  a  resolution  of  appreoia’idi. 
for  the  life  and  service  of  Mr.  White. 

The  document  stated,  in  part,  that 
"Morgan  E.  White,  beloved  Christi.m 
gentleman,  a  member,  co-worker,  and 
deacon  of  this  church,  was  loved  ami 
respected  by  his  family,  membership 
of  this  church,  and.by  all  who  had  the 
privilege  tojneeJ  him. 

“He  was  an  active  member  of  the 
Baptist  work  through  participation  in 
Bible  study  and  worship  services.  For 
50  years  he  was  a  dedicated  and 
faithful  member  of  this  church,  and 
he  was  able  to  express  his  warm  and 
glowing  personality,  bringing  glory  to 
his  Lord,  and  joy  to  those  who  counted 
him  a  friend." 

John  Alexander’s 
mother  dies 

Mrs.  C.  S.  Hodge,  mother  of  John 
Alexander,  director  of  the  Stewardship 
aftemoon  session,  a  Department,  Mississippi  Baptist  Con- 
those  attending  the  ceiUeni^l  player  room  was  dedicated  as  the  vention  Board,  died  Feb.*  13  in  North 
celebration  on  Now  2d,  1984.  T^  Crawford  Memorial  Room,  in  honor  of  Carolina,  after  a  lengthy  illness. 
I^better  read  the  church  h^tory.  W.  Joseph  H.  Crawford.  The  Funeral  services  were  held  Friday 

B.  Colten  former  pastor  at  Concord,  history  of  “Brother  Joe’s”  life  was  told  morning,  Feb.  15.  at  10  a.m.  at  the 
delivered  the  centennial  address.  Harhld  Kuykendall.  Robert  Walker  Garrett  Funeral  Home,  Waynesville, 

The  morning  message  was  a  taped  preached  the  dedicatory  message.  N.C.  Other  survivors  include  one 
retirement  'sermon  preached  by  The  Crawford  Brothers  Quartet  sang.,  daughter. 


Mrs.  Inez  Crawford  Montgomery  of  Memphis  is  pictured  with  her  husband.  Vertis 
Montgomery.  They  are  standing  by  a  portrait  of  her  parents,  the  late  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Joseph  H.  Crawford,  in  the  prayer  room  of  Concord  Church,  Tippah  County.  The  prayer 
room  has  been  named  in  honor  of  the  Crawfords.  He  was  formerly  a  pastor  at  Concord. 


Concord  dedicates  prayer  room 
in  memory  of  Joseph  Crawford 


Following  fire,  Presbyterians 
meet  with  Baptists  in  Biloxi 

On  Saturday  night,  Feb.  2,  a  fire  exhibited  by  all.  ‘The  Adult  I  Depart-  Bobby  Burt  has  accepted  the  call  as 
destroyed  the  office  and  educational  ment  has  been  relocated  from  the  Ac-  associate  pastor  of  Cason  Church, 
buildings  of  First  Presbyterian  tivities  Building,  a  joint  child-care  Monroe  Association.  He  is  a  gradu- 
Churcb,  Biloxi.  'The  sanctuary  receiv-  pn^ram  has  been  planned,  and  work  Mississippi 

ed  heavy  smoke  and  water  damage,  days  have  provided  additional  park-  .  State  and  has  at- 

The  next  morning  approximately  200  ing  for  the  larger  numbers.  I  am  tended  Mid-Amer- 


Parkway  Church,  Jackson  County, 
has  called  Albert  Wilkerson  from 
Tylertown  as  pastor. 


David  Perry  has  resigned  the 
pastorate  of  Easthaven  Church, 

Brookhaven. 

Franklin  Creek  (Jackson  County) 
Piave  Church,  Greene  County,  has  has  called  Tom  Green  from 
called  as  pastor  Ronnie  Skipper,  who  chestboroKigh,  La . ,  as  pastor, 
was  pastor  in  Buckatunna. 

Thomas  Purser  has  resigned  the 
Barton  Church,  George  County,  has  pastorate  of  Hopewell  Church,  Copiah 
called  Jimmy  Preachers  of  North  County. 

Brewton,  Ala.,  as  part-time  minister 
of  music  and  youth. 

Tom  Daniel,  a  Jackson  native  and 
formerly  minister  of  youth,  Alta 
Woods  Church,  Jackson,  has  accepted 

a  a  call  as  minister 
of  youth/recrea¬ 
tion  at  First 
Church,  Ada,  Okla. 

He  is  presently  a 
student  and  direc¬ 
tor  of  campus  rec¬ 
reation  at  New 
Orleans  Seminary 
and  will  graduate 
Daniel  in  May.  He  and  his 
wife,  Lisa,'  have  one  son,  Bryan.  The 
pastor  at  First,  Ada  is  Charlie  Baker. 


Mohoba  Church  has  called  Herman 
J.  Rouse  as  pastor. 
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Trinity  Church,  Northwest  Associa¬ 
tion,  has  called  David  Woods  as 
pastor.  He  is  a  student  at  Mid- 
America  Seminary. 

Walter.  L.  Mantooth,  assistant 
pastor  or  Robinson  Street  Church. 
Jackson,  has  accepted  a  call  to  be 
pastor  of  Naomi  Church,  Lafayette, 
The  third  concert  of  the  Mississip-  minor,  for  flute  and  strings.  This  is  a  Ga. 
pi  College  “Music  in  the  Chapel”  multi-movement  work  that  treats  the  Bobby  J.  Cook  Jr.  is  the  new  pastor 

Series  will  be  presented  Sunday  after-  flute  part  as  a  solo  instrument  with  Bethany  Church.  Calhoun  County, 

noon,  Feb.  24,  at  3  p.m.  in  Provine  string  accompaniment,  in  the  concer- 

Chhpel  with  both  the  Cantata  and  Con-  to  style.  This  work  will  be  played  by  First  Church,  Pontotoc,  has  called 
cert  choirs,  plus  orchestra,  par-  the  Jackson  Symphony/ Mississippi  David  Prevost  as  minister  of  music, 
ticipating.  The  series  commemorates  College  String  Quartet,  featuring  H^willb^inoving  there  from  a 
the  400th  anniversary  of  the  birth  of  flautist  Sybil  Cheesman.  similar  position  at 

Heinrich  Schutz,  and  the  300th  an-  Handel  was  commissioned  to  write  Twelfth  Street 

niversary  of  both  George  Frederic  eight  anthems  for  .the  Duke  of  Chan-  Church,  Gadsden, 

Handel  and  Johann  Sebastian  Bach.  dos.  These  works  form  an  important  ■gi  Ala.,  to  begin  work 

The  concert  will  open  with  two  part  of  the  Anglican  liturgy.  “O  Sing  W  March  3.  Pjevost 

motets  by  Bach,  “0  Jesu  Christ,  Unto  the  Lord”  is  No.  4  of  the  series,  L  and  his  wife,  the 

Mein’s  Lebens  Licht”  (0  Jesus  Christ,  and  is  scored  for  three-part  mixed  former  Laura 

My  Life  and  Light),  and“Lobetdenn  choir,  orchestra  and  soprano  and  -  Binghaiil,  are 

Herrn,  alle  Heiden”  ( Praise  the  Lord  tenor  soloists.  Mittie  Smith  of  Clinton  A  Mississippians  and 

all  ye  nations).  and  Jerry  Nance  will  be  the  soloists  m  iC  ■k.  both  are  graduates 

The  second  section  of  the  concert  Directing  will  be  Frank  Stovall,  head  Prevost  of  Mississippi  Col- 

will  be  one  of  the  less  well-known“Tn-  of  the  Music  Department  and  pnn  lege.  He  is  a  graduate  of  New  Orleans 
strumental  suites,  the  No.  2  in  b-  fessor  of  music.  Seminary.  They  have  two  daughters. 


the  Chapel 


MC  “Music  in 
to  be  presented  Feb.  24 
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Old  Hebron  Church.  New  Hebron, 
has  called  Clyde  E.  Fhillen  as  pastor. 
Pullen,  his  wife,  Janie,  and  three 
children:  are  moving  from  Pickens. 
Kenneth  Crosby  had  been  serving  as 
interim  pastor. 

First.  Starkville,  has  called  Jeff 
Powell  as  minister  of  youth.  He  goes 
from  Pinelake  Church,  Brandon, 
where  he  served  in  a  similar  position. 
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Passion  for  evangelism 
took  Hastey  around  world 


By  Mary  Jane  Welch 


.RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)-For  Ervin 
Hastey,  evangelism  is  a  passion. 

Seeing  this  gentle  man  “catch  fire” 
behind  a  pulpit  is  convincing  evidence 
he  means  it  when  he  says  preaching 
and  teaching  have  brought  him  more 
“just  pure  enjoyment”  than  anything 
relse  he%  done  in  more  than  40  years 
in  the  ministry. 

What  his  oldest  son  calls  his 
“magnificent  obsession  with  seeing 
men  and  women  gain  entry  to  the 
kingdom  of  God”  has  fueled  a  drive 
which  has  prompted  more  than  one 
supervisor  to  urge  him  to  slow  down. 

This  January,  Hastey  finally  took 
their  advice,  and  his  doctor’s,  and 
retired  several  months  before  his  65th 
birthday.  He  had  worked  with  the 
Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission 
Board  32  years. 

Americans  used  to  the  flambc^ant 
style  of  some  American  evangelists 


a  country  kid,”  he  says.  “I  was  ig¬ 
norant  about  more  things  than  I  knew 
anything  about.” 

But  his  pastor’s  wife,  who  led  him 
to  the  Lord,  didn’t  leave  him  that  way. 
She  began  training  the  young  man  in 
his  new  faith.  When  he  felt  the  call  to 
preach  at  16,  her  husbaixi  set  aside  an 
hour  each  ^turday  to  teach  Hastey 
how  to  teach  the  Bible,  bow  to  pray, 
and  how  to  witness. 

In  that  light  it’s  not  surprising  that 
Hastey  considm  his  greatest  con¬ 
tribution  to  Baptist  work  in  Mexico, 
where  he  spent  ^  years,  to  be  his 
training  of  ^ptist  leadership  in  “the 
fine  arts  of  evangelism.” 

Hastey  says  his  native  Oklahoma 
was  his  training  ground  for 
evangelism  and  cross-cultural  com¬ 
munication.  One  experience  as  a 
young  associational  missionary  was 
especially  pivotal.  Though  Hastey 


Everett  GUI  told  them  an  associa¬ 
tion  on  the  southwest  coast  (rf  Mexico 
was  on  his  heart.  For  30  years,  the 
area  had  been  without  a  Southern 


revival.  The  chief  agreed. 

That  led  to  a  Vacation  Bible  School 
under  the  trees  on  the  reservation, 
then  an  adult  Bible  class,  then  a 
revival  which  resulted  in  11  baptisms 
and  a  new  church. 

The  excitement  Hastey  felt  from 
cross-cultural  evangelism  helped 
move  him  and  Ruth  toward  foreign 
missions.  Hiey  arrived  in  Richmond 
for  appointment  expecting  to  go  to 
Japan,  but  the  area  secretary  they 
would  work  under  had  noticed  in 
Hastey’s  materials  a  deep,  abiding  in¬ 
terest  in' evangelism.  In  Japan,  he 
feared,  they  might  be  absorbed  intq 
an  educational  institution.  He  sug¬ 
gested  they  talk  to  the  secretary  for 
Latin  America. 


A  reception  was  held  Feb.  10  in  the 
rlor  of  First  Church,  Kosciusko,  to 
nor  W.  Levon  Moore,  who  is 
lebrating  his  tenth  anniversary  as 
''ector  of  missions  for  Attala 
.sociation,  and  Mrs.  W.  Levon 
'oore,  who  has  for  ten  years  been 
ianist  of  First  Church,  Kosciusko. 


Sandersville  Church  licensed 
'hillip  Swindall  into  the  music 
inistry  on  Jan.  20.  Gary  White,  a 
ose  friend  of  SwindaU,  read  scrip- 
ire.  Ibny  Gordy,  music  minister, 
presented  Swindall  with  a  pul^Mt  hym¬ 
nal.  Lowrey  Sumrall,  deacon  chair¬ 
man,  presented  a  certificate  of 
license.  H.  D.  Swindall,  PhUlip’s 
fathw,  and  pastor,  preached  the  licen¬ 
sing  sermon.  Fliillip  is  a  student  at 
William  Carey  CoUege  and  is  major¬ 
ing  in  church  music. 


Beulah  Church,  Myrtle,  ordained 
>ammy  Hood  and  ^an  Cousar  on 
Jan.  27  as  deacons.  Ibmmy  Snyder, 
Beulah  pastor,  issued  the  charge  to 
the  chur^  and  Kara  Blackard  issued 
the  charge  to  the  candidates. 


PMI  Smith,  right,  was  ordained  to  the 
gospel  ministry,  Jan.  13,  by  Clarke- 
VAsnable  Church,  Decatur.  The  pastor,  Gus 
Merritt,  left,  preached  the  ordination  ser¬ 
mon.  Smith  was  presented  the  certificate 
of  ordination  and  a  copy  of  the  Thomp¬ 
son  Chain  Reference  Bible,  New  Interna¬ 
tional  Version.  He  is  the  son  of  Gerald  (a 
deacon  at  Clarke-Venable)  and  Mae 
Smith.  He  is  completing  his  coHege 
degree  at  Clarke  College,  campus  of 
Mississippi  CoHege.  He  is  married  to  Anita 
Carlisle  Smith  and  is  pastor  of  Midway 
Church,  Newton  County. 


! 


Baptist  representative  although  they 
asked  for  one  year  after  year.  After 


praying  and  talking  late  into  the  night. 


0  a  little  bit  of  everything  and  preaching  IT’S  FRIDAY,  BUT  SUNDAY’S  sion  in  July  of  1971, 1  was  a  lukewarm 

all  the  time— both  in  churches  and  in  DOMIN’,  by  Anthony  Campolo;  Word  Chmtian,  to  say  the  least!  I  was  even 

places  Books,  1984  ^  120  pages  i  hardback,  a  silent  Christian  j  but  I  feel  the  Lnrd 

Hastey  estimates  he  preached  an  S6.95.  sent  me  to  the  moon  so  I  could  return 

average  of  five  times  a  week  Anthony  Campdo  is  a  bald-headed,  to  the  earth  and  share  His  Son,  Jesus 
throu^out  his  missionary  career.  nticWe-aged  Italian  Baptist  preacher  Christ.”  (page  1)  The  message  that 
„  u  H  »  1  H  turned  sociologist  who  is  capturing  Colonel  Irwin  wants  to  communicate 

He  was  asKed  to  lead  the  the  imagination  and  interest  of  young  to  his  readers  is  that  each  of  them  can 

^angehsm  coir^itt^  for  Mexican  p^p,^  throughout  also  be  “more  than  an  earthling.” 

Baptists  a^to  ^8*"  teaching  at  the  ^jjjgrica.  He  is  witty,  intelligent,  Irwin  is  not  a  very  good  writer.  His 

seminary.  ile  here,  Sou^rn  Bap-,  informed,  and  able  to  ex-  chapters  read  more  like  notes  from 

pose  the  weaknesses  and  exploit  the  speeches  that  he  has  given  rather 
go  egras  tohelpma  ear-  gtrengths  of  sociology  and  the  other  than  well-thought-out  sections  of  a 

rangements^for  Mexican  Baptists  Th^ 

'T^  citjNw  e  evange  istic  crusade.  This  book  is  an  edited  transcript  of  readmorelikedaiIydevotions.ButIr- 
Thew^k  before  the  ci^de  was  to  several  messages  which  Campolo  has  win  is  definitely  a  man  with  a 
^  ailment,  delivered  in  recent  months.  Using  message,  and  the  message  comes 

as  ed  Hastey  to  replace  him  as  psychology,  sociology,  personal  ex-  through  despite  his  unpolished  style, 

crusade  director.  perience,  and  the  Bible  d^ampolo  Irwin  sees  in  all  of  his  experiences 

About  250  people  became  (^instians  seeks  to  demonstrate  how  Jesus  spiritual  lessons  and  truths, 

during  the  cn^de  and  Mexican  Bap-  answers  our  need  for  emotional  well-  Representative  sections  deal  with 

tists  were  exhilarated  the  openness  being,  self-esteem,  love,  purpose,  worship,  incarnation,  pride,  creation, 

they  found  when  visited  homes  to  hope,  and  a  sense  of  the  supernatural,  faith,  fear,  prayer,  purity  in  heart, 

witness  and  invite  people  to  Campolo  knows  how  to  get  down  Preachers  will  find  several  good  ser- 
HASTEY  RETIRES  —  Ervin  Hastey  services— something  no  one  had  tried  where  people  live.  He  is  especially  mon  illustrations  in  this  book.  — 

retired  from  his  post  as  evangelism  and  before  in  Mexico.  skillful  in  communicating  with  young  Reviewed  by  Alan  Day,  pastor.  First 

church  growth  consultant  for  the  Foreign  Hastey  decided  to  try  the  same  people  This  book  and  C^mpolo’s  other 
Mission  Board  in  early  January,  but  he  yj^  association.  But  Baptists  writings  as  well  will  be  greatly  ap- 

plans  to  cortinue  his  commitment  to  there  ran  into  roadblocks.  First  no  one  preciated  by  pastors,  ministers  of 
evangehsrn  through  intercessory  prayer,  ^  ^y^^^  ^y^y  yo^th,  and  those  who  work  with  youth 

wcasional  trips  for  the  Foreign  Mission  j  ^  bullring,  despite  a  regula-  in  Sunday  School  or  other  church 

^rd  and  involvement  with  small  Chur-  meetings,  related  programs, 

ches  in  the  Richmond,  Va.,  area.  Hastey  Catholics  rented  the  building  next  Campolo  is  destined  to  become  a 
was  ask^  to  join  the  ^reign  Mission  door  and  aimed  loudspeakers  right  at  leading,  evangelical  speaker  and 
Board  s  home  office  staff  because  of  his  jy^  yujjrjag  author.  —  Reviewed  by  Alan  Day, 

record  in  leading  Baptists  in  Mexico  and  oastor.  First  Church,  McComb. 

Panama  in  evangelism  and  church  growth  city  s  mayor  came  to  the  rescue 

during  his  25  years  as  a  missionary.  (BP)  asking  the  Catholic  bishop  to  call 

PHOTO  By  Joanna  Pinneo  the  opposition.  He  backed  up  his  MORE  THAN  EARTHLINGS,  by 

wor(^  with  two  truckloads  of  armed  James  B.  Irwin;  Broadman  Press, 
counted  an  Indian  as  one  of  his  two  soldiers  to  protect  the  Baptist  95  pages;  hardback,  |5.9S. 

best  friends  in  high  school,  he  never  nieeting.  (Lionel  James  Irwin  wai  the  eighth 

thought  about  crossing  cultures  to  The  two  success  stories  showed  person  to  walk  on  the  surface  of  the 
witness  until  he  began  planning  an  Mexican  Baptists  they  could  do  more  moon.  On  the  Apollo  15  mission,  July 
association-wide  youth  revival.  than  they  had  dared  or  even  imagin-  26  through  August  7,  1971,  he  served 

After  he  blanketed  the  area  with  ed.  With  the  Ibrreon  crusade  in  mind,  as  lunar  module  pilot, 
promotion,  he  realized  the  Cheyenne  they  elected  Hastey  full-time  His  journey  to  the  moon  had  a 
Indians  living  nearby  were  the  only  evangelism  director  and  embarked  on  tremendous  impact  upon  his  life.  “I 
people  who  wouldn't  feel  naturally  in-  a  five-year  evangelism  push  which  am  now  more  than  an  earthling, 
eluded  in  the  invitation.  He  and  his  sent  their  statistics  for  church  growth  because  I  have  walked  on  the  moon, 
wife,  Ruth,  went  to  the  chief  and  ask-  soaring.  Being  on  the  moon  had  a  profound 

ed  if  they  could  send  several  cars  to  spiritual  impact  upon  my  life.  Before 

bring  the  Indian  young  people  to  the  Mary  Jane  Welch  writes  for  FMB.  I  entered  space  wiB)  the  Apollo  15  mis- 
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Baptists  mobilize  to  relieve, 
five  flooded  Brazilian  states 


BAPTIST  RECORD  PAGE  11 


TIiTfday.  February  21.  1»85 


By  Mike  Chute 


members  in  Congress  (up  one),  12  are 
Mormons  (no  change)  and  nine  are 
Unitarian-Universalists  (down  one). 
In  all,  21  faith  groups  are 

efforts  in  five  heavily  populated  state  of  Espirito  Santa  One  thing  Bap-  areas  of  Brazil.  BARBADOS  —  Caribbean  Baptists  ,  represented  in  the  new  Congress, 

Brazilian  states  where  month-long  tists  can’t  do  is  “go  in  and  lavish  Much  of  Brazil  depends  on  this  attending  a  MasterLife  workshop  compared  with  25  in  the  98th  Con- 
tropical  storms  have  left  at  least  229  money,’’  warned  missionary  Kent  region  for  its  primal^  source^jjf  food,  knelt  and  prayed  that  God  would,  use  gress.  Only  three  members  are  unaf- 

people  dead  or  missing  and  an  Paris,  who  is  based  in  Espirito  Santo.  Missionaries  f^r.  ower  .i^irts^QT^the  them  to  start  MasterLife  groups  in  ,  ,  filiated  with  any  religious  groups, 

estimated  80,000  others  homeless.  said  Baptists  have  b^n  trying  to  country' hot  ^i^ly  jiff^i^Sd  by  the  their  churches  to  trigger  spiritual 

The  Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mis-  face  the  crisis  with  local  resources,  flooding  will  soon  feel  its  effects  revival.  ‘The  Caribbean  is  one  of  the 

Sion  Board  has  revised  $4,000  to  help  But  Paris  said  he  had  received  $2,000  because  needed  supplies  can’t  be  few  places  in  the  world  which  has 
storm  victims.  Missionaries  say  more  in  Southern  Baptist  relief  funds  to  transported  out  of  flooded  areas.  never  had  a  sweeping  revival,”  said 
money  may  be  requested,  but  note  help  where  local  efforts  fall  short.  Chute  is  Southern  Baptist  mis-  John  Hilbun,  Southern  Baptist  mis- 

Brazilian  Baptists  in  the  area  are  pro-  Federal  officials  havC'Cstilhated^  si^ary  press  represe 
viding  most  of  the  aid.  crop  losses  n0W’amountti$3<Mhmiion.  Brazil.  , 

Flooding  of  the  Paraiba  and  Doce 

Rivers  have  affected  all  fivestates  in's  '  . 

south  central  BrazU,  where  40  percent  “  Mlssissippi  ‘Baptist  aCtiviticS 
of  the  nation’s  130  million  people  live.  ^ 

The  tropical  rainstorms  have  trig-  Feb.  25  Workshop  on  Video  Production  Techniques ;  Miss 
gered  floods  and  landslides  that  have  Clinton;  6:30-9:30  p.m.  (DBS) 

destroyed  houses,  roads  and  bridges,  Feb.  26  Workshop  on  Video  Production  Techniques ;  FBC,  L 

causing  millions  of  dollars  in  damage.  p.m.  (DBS) 

Mile-long  stretches  of  two  important  Feb.  27- 

north-south  highways  are  caved  in  and  March  1  Directors  of  Missions  Program  Interpretation  D 
landslides  cover  railroads  at  several  Garaywa;  3  p.m.,  27th-Noon,  1st  (PD) 

points.  Many  of  the  region’s  bridges  March  1-2  State  Instrumental  Festival ;  Mississippi  College, 
are  washed  out.  lst-4  p.m.,  2nd  (CM) 

Many  Baptist  churches  have  March  1-3  Acteens  Queen’s  Court;  Camp  Garaywa;  5  p.m 
reported  some  water  damage.  In  ad-  (WMU) 

dition  to  Foreign  Mission  Board  funds 
being  used  to  aid  flood  victims.  Bap¬ 
tist  churches  all  over  the  region  have 
sent  clothes,  blankets,  medicine,  food, 
and  money. 

Robert  Erwin,  disaster  relief  coor¬ 
dinator  for  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionaries  in  south  Brazil,  said  mis¬ 
sionaries  haven't  yet  asked  for  more 
relief  funds  because  flooding  is  “hit¬ 
ting  our  stronghold  of  Baptist  work” 
and  the  churches  there  “get  with  it 


Caribbean  Baptists 
pray  for  revival 


Is  this  the  most? 


March  2 
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Sardis  will 
dedicate  sanctuary 

Sardis  Church,  Rt.  4,  Morton,  will 
dedicate  its  new  education  building  on 
Feb.  24.  The  new  addition  consists  of 


Women  train 

GUATEMALA  CITY,  Guatemala  - 
More  than  80  women  received  short¬ 
term  intensive  theological  training 
during  the  annual  “Feminario”  in 
Guatemala  City.  “Feminario”  was 
begun  in  1980  to  train  pastors’  wives 
and  other  interested  Guatemala  Bap¬ 
tist  women  who  would  otherwise  have 
no  opportunity  for  fofmaj,  Bible 
teaching. 


five  classrooms  and  two  restrooms. 


The  dedication  will  be  at  1:30,  follow¬ 
ing  morning  worship  and  lunch. 

Billy  Ballard,  director  of  missions. 
Smith  Association,  will  give  the 
dedicatory  address.  W.  D.  Kirk,  White 
Oak  Church,  will  lead  the  dedicatory 
prayer. 

The  Building  Committee  consists  of 
the  board  of  deacons,  Alfred  Sullivan 
Sr.,  chairman.  T.  W.  Henderson  is 
pastor. 


—  - 

First  Church,  i^xington:  Feb.  ^4-27; 
Anis  Shorrosh,  ex’angelist ;  noon  meal 
and  service,  Mon..  Tues.,  and  Wed.; 
Sunday  at  11  a.m.;  nightly  at  7.  (Shor¬ 
rosh,  an  evangelist  who  preaches 
around  the  world,  was  born  in 
Nazareth.  He  fled  the  Arab-Israeli 
war  to  become  a  refugee  in  Jordan, 
and  later  came  to  the  U.S.  He  went  to 
college  in  Mississippi). 

F'irst  Church,  Biloxi:  Feb.  24-27; 
Earl  Craig.  First  Chdrch,  Jackson, 
evangelist;  Gary  Anglin,  First 
(Thurch,  Pascagoula,  directing  music; 
weekday  services  at  noon  and  7  p.m. ; 
Frank  GuQp,.  pa$tpr. 


1984  congressional  accor- 

ding  to  a  by 

Americans 
Church 

The  new  congress  has  142  Catholics 

1  •  11.1  .  (a  gain  of  one),  76  Methodists  (a  gain 

senior  adults  honor  pastor  of  three),  and  67  Episcopalians  (a 

gain  of  six).  Fourth-place 
By  Gradie  Pearl  Dansby  Presbyterians  held  their  own  with  56 

Commemorating  the  beginning  o<  Rex  Yancey's  fifth  year  as  pastor  of  First  Baptist  seats,  while  fifth-place  Baptists  in- 
hurch,  Quitman,  the  Senior  Adult  Club  presented  to  him  and  his  wife,  Ellon,  a  “per-  creased  their  numbers  from  46  to  49. 
>nality”  quilt  orvJan.  29.  This  handmade  quilt  in  the  Maple  Leaf  pattern  bears  the  The  number  of  Jewish  members  of 
jmes  of  105  senior  adults  who  either  made  squares,  embroidered  names,  or  con-  Congress  remains  unchanged  at  38. 
ibuted  toward  expenses  of  material.  The  Yanceys  also  received  a  quilt  display  rack.  There  are  23  Lutherans  (down  two), 
ade  and  given  by  W.  C.  Dansby.  and  22  from  unspecified  Protestant 

The  occasion  for  (he  presentation  was  an  arts  and  crafts  show  where  the  array  denominations  (down  one).  The 
items  on  display  was  indicative  of  the  many  talents  among  the  club  membership.  United  Church  of  Christ  has  14 


•  Bible  Book:  Jesus  power  to  meet  needs 

•  Life  and  Work:  Power  over  death 

•  Uniform:  Through  death  to  life 


Through  death  to  life 


Power  over  death 


By  W.  Levoa  Moore 
John  12:20-33 


This  lesson  is  drawn  from  scrip¬ 
tures  relating  events  from  the  last 
week  of  our  Lord’s  life  on  earth.  Jesus 
had  come  to  Jerusalem  to  observe  the 
Feasfof  the  Passover.  As  usual,  he 
was  guest  in  the  home  of  his  friends 
Mary,  Martha  and  Lazars.  Following 
a  supper,  at  which  Jesus  was  anointed 
with  a  precious  ointment  by  Mary, 
there  was  much  controversy  con¬ 
cerning  what  some  of  the  disciples 
considered  a  great  waste.  Jesus  com¬ 
mended  Mary’s  act  of  devotion  and 
considered  it  a  prelude  to  his 
anointing  for  burial. 

As  Jesus  made  his  way  into 
Jerusalem  on  the  following  day, 
multitudes  took  palm  branches  and 
went  forth  to  meet  him,  crying, 
“Hosanna:  Blessed  is  the  King  of 
Israel  that  cometh  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord’-  (V.  13).  The  religious  leaders 
were  greatly  disturbed  that  their  ef¬ 
forts  to  dissuade  others  from  follow¬ 
ing  Jesus  had  apparently  failed.  In 
their  desperation  they  declared,  “.  .  . 
behold,  the  world  is  gone  after  him.” 

At  this  junction,  certain  Greeks 
among  those  who  came  to  the  feast 
approached  Phillip,  a  disciple  of 
Greek  descent  from  Bethsaida,  and 
said,  “Sir,  we  would  see  Jesus”  (v.  21). 
Jesus’  reaction  to  this  development 
may  be  described  as  a  prophecy,  a 
process,  a  prayer,  and  a 
pronouncement. 

I.  .\  prophecy  (v.  23) 

The  events  of  recent  days,  together 
with  the  far-reaching  implications  of 
this  expressed  desire  of  non-Jews 
relating  to  Jesus'  mission,  caused  our 
Lord  to  declare,  “The  hour  is  come, 
that  the  Son  of  man  should  be 
glorified.”  Thus  he  seemed  to  pro¬ 
phesy  the  immediacy  of  his  death  and 
resurrection. 

II.  A  process  (v.  24) 

Using  a  familiar  illustration  from 
the  world  of  agriculture.  Jesus  set 
forth  a  significant  spiritual  principle. 
He  said,  “Except  a  corn  of  wheat  fall 
into  the  ground  and  die.  it  abideth 
alone:  but  if  it  die,  it  bringeth  forth 
much  fruit.”  The  grain  must  die  in 
order  to  live.  Applying  that  principle 
to  his  own  mission,  he  outlined  the 
necessity  o(f  the  process  by  which  he 
must  die  dnd  he  planted  in  the  earth 
in  order  to  bring  forth  the  fruif^of  eter¬ 
nal  life. 

III.  .\  prayer  (v.  28) 

With  a  greatly  troubled  soul  which 
struggled  with  his  reluctance  to  die. 
Jesus  recognized  that  he  could  not 
pray  to  be  delivered  from  the  ex¬ 
perience  of  death,  fn  fact,  he 
acknowledged  that  for  this  cause  he 
had  come  to  his  hour.  This  was  the 
climax  of  his  mission  to  earth.  The 
brief  but  meaningful  prayer  was 
“Father,  glorify  thy  name.”  In  total 
submission  to  the  will  of  God,  he 
desired  above  all  that  the  Father 
might  be  glorified.”  The  prayer  was 
audibly  answered  with  a  voice  from 
heaven  saying,  “I  have  both  glorified 
it  and  will  glorify  it  again.” 


IV.  A  pronouncement  (vs.  31-32) 

After  declaring  that  judgment  had 
now  fallen  upon  the  world,  and  that 
the  prince  of  this  world  would  be  cast 
out,  an  obvious  reference  to  the 
ultimate  defeat  of  Satan,  Jesus  pro¬ 
nounced  both  the  method  and  purpose 
of  his  death.  In  the  phrase,  “If  I  be 
lifted  up,”  he  foretold  his  death  by 
crucifixion.  His  statement,  “will  draw 
all  men  unto  me”  encompasses  our 
i.  Lord’s  vision  of  a  world-wide  ministry 
of  reconciliation  between  lost  sinners 
and  a  loving  saviour. 

Jesus  came  to  give  life  to  the  world. 
He  enunciated  the  principle  that  life 
could  not  be  experienced  apart  from 
death.  His  death  must  occur  before 
his  resurrection  to  a  glorified  life 
could  become  a  reality.  He 
demonstrated  the  principle  of 
“through  death  to  life”  in  his  own 
crucifixion  and  resurrection. 

This  principle  also  must  operate  in 
the  life  of  the  born-again  believer.  The 
process  of  the  new  birth  gives  new  life 
to  the  child  of  God.  This  implies  that 
the  old  life  must  be  put  to  death.  Paul 
set  forth  this  principle  when  he  wrote. 
“I  am  cructfied  with  Christ:  Never¬ 
theless  I  live;  yet  not  I,  but  (Thrist 
liveth  in  me  .  .  .”  (Gal.  2:20a). 

It  is  eternally  true  that  one  must  die 
in  order  to  live. 

Moore  is  director  of  missions.  At¬ 
tala  Association. 


The  essential  message  of  this  entire 
narrative  is  embodied  in  the  promise 
of  Jesus  in  verse  25.  This  is  the  sixth 
great  “I  am”  of  Jesus,  which  John  has 
recorded  and  surely  it  is  one  of  the 
most  dramatic  and  stupendous  of  all' 
of  his  many  I-am  claims.  As  in  other 
such  cases,  the  construction  is  em¬ 
phatic,  “1  alone,”  or  “I  and  no  other.” 

“He  who  believes  in  me,  though  he 
die,  yet  shall  he  live”  (v.  25).  In  this 
statement,  “die”  refers  to  physical 
death  and  “live”  refers  to  spiritual  life. 
One  may  experience  physical  death, 
but  because  of  his  faith  identification 
with  Jesus  Christ,  he  has  entered  upon 
a  §piritual  life  which  transcends 
death.  Lazarus  apparently  had  believ¬ 
ed  in  Jesus;  he  had  experienced 
physical  death;  nevertheless,  he  still 
lived  spiritually. 

“Whoever  lives  and  believes  in  me 
shall  never  die”  (v.  26)  In  this  state¬ 
ment,  “lives”  refers  to  physical  life 
and  “die”  refers  to  spiritual  death. 
The  one  who  lives  physically  and 
believes  in  Jesus  Christ  has  already 
entered  upon  a  spiritual  life  which 
guarantees  that  he  will  never  ex¬ 
perience  spiritual  death.  The  Chris¬ 
tian  already  has  eternal  life.  It  is  not 
some  future  hope  but  a  present  reali¬ 
ty.  The  mere  accident  of  physical 
death  does  not  change  that.  Even 
though  Lazarus  had  died  physically, 
he  continued  to  live. 


Power  to  meet  needs 


By  Bill  K.  Baker 
Luke  8:22-56 


Jesus  taught  his  disciples  in  a  rov¬ 
ing  school,  and  any  place  could 
become  a  classroom.  The  subject 
matter  in  Luke  8  has  to  do  with  the 
power  of  Jesus  to  meet  needs  and  the 
classroom  is  on  the  sea  and  by  the  sea. 
The  Sea  of  Galilee,  sometimes  called 
the  Sea  of  Tiberias  and  the  Lake  of 
Gennesaret,  is  only  about  13  miles 
long  and  seven  miles  wide.  However, 
the  location  of  the  lake  makes  it  sub¬ 
ject  to  sudden  storms  as  the  cool  air 
from  the  uplands  rushes  down 
through  the  Jordan  Valley. 

Sudden  changes  on  the  Sea  of 
Galilee  illustrate  how  sudden  changes 
may  occur  in  life  (vs.  22-25).  There  are 
times  when  all  things  seem  to  be  as 
the  calm  sea  and  then  suddenly, 
without  warning,  the  storm  rushes  in. 
Jesus  joins  the  disciples  for  a  voyage 
across  the  sea,  and,  as  often  happens 
in  life,  there  “comes  down  a  storm  of 
wind  on  the  lake.”  The  disciples, 
rather  than  allowing  faith  to  take  com¬ 
mand  of  the  situation,  turned  to  the 
command  of  fear.  These  evidently 
believed  in  me  power  of  Jesus  to  save 
theit  souls,  but  when  the  storm  arises 
they  cry  out  as  if  all  were  lost.  If  Jesus 
has  power  to  grant  salvation  then  he 
surely  has  power  to  grant  safety  in  the 
storm. 


Life,  like  the  Sea  of  Galilee,  may  be 
calm  one  moment  and  boisterous  the 
next.  However,  with  the  coming  of  the 
storm,  the  Christian  should  not  cry 
out  in  despair,  but  exercise  faith  in 
him  who  is  not  only  Saviour,  but  also 
Creator.  After  all,  creation  obeys  the 
Creator! 

Arriving  on  the  other  side  of  the  Sea 
of  Galilee.  Jesus  encounters  a  man 
from  the  country  of  the  Gadarenes 
( vs.  26-40).  Jesus’  response  to  this  per¬ 
son  illustrates  his  power  to  deal  with 
human  nature.  The  case  presented 
here  is  a  critical  one;  however,  if 
Jesus  can  deal  with  the  most  critical, 
he  can  deal  with  any.  Epitomizing  the 
plight  of  human  depravity,  tt|e  Ga- 
darene  wore  no  clothes,  lived  in  a 
cemetery,  and  cut  himself  with  stones. 
Erroneous  thinking  had  resulted  in  er¬ 
roneous  actions.  Society  had  sought  to 
cope  with  his  problem  by  binding  him 
with  chains  and  fetters  (v.  29)  but  that 
failed.  The  depraved  nature  of  man 
and  the  erroneous  thoughts  of  man 
cannot  be  changed  until  he  is  brought 
to  the  feet  of  Jesus. 

One  of  the  most  inspiring  scenes  in 
the  Bible  is  presented  in  v.  35.  where 
the  redeem^  Gadarene  is  “sitting  at 
the  feet  of  Jesus,  clothed,  and  in  his 
right  mind.”  Jesus  has  the  power  to 


By  James  F.  Yates 
John  11:24-27  ;  38-44 

Jesus  had  spoken  these  words  in 
reply  to  the  request  of  Martha.  She 
had  heard  that  Jesus  was  coming  and 
had  expressed  regret  that  Jesus  had 
not  been  there  during  Lazarus’  illness 
and  had  kept  him  from  death.  Her  fur¬ 
ther  statement  implied  that  even  now 
Jesus  might  secure  the  return  of  her 
brother.  To  develop  her  faith  Christ 
assures  her  that  her  brother  will  rise 
again,  but  this  is  of  little  comfort 
because  she  interprets  this  in  terms 
of  a  distant  resurrection.  Then  comes 
this  tremendous  statement  of  Christ 
in  verses  25  and  26.  Can  Martha  ac¬ 
cept  such  a  marvelous  revelation?  Is 
she  ready  to  believe  such  a  glorious 
promise?  When  Jesus  asked  her,  “Do 
you  believe  this?”  (v.  26)  she  could  on¬ 
ly  respond  in  a  broad  general  confes¬ 
sion  of  her  faith,  “Yes,  Lord ;  I  believe 
that  you  are  the  Christ,  the  Son  of 
God”  (V.  27).  Tb  accept  that  truth  and 
all  that  was  involved  in  it  meant  that 
whether  she  understood  or  did  not 
understand  it,  she  believed  his  word. 

Concerning  the  actual  raising  of 
Lazarus,  three  things  leap  out  at  us. 
First,  the  command  of  Jesus  to  “take 
awaytHWlBine" Av.  39).  Could  not  One 
who  was  about  to  raise  the  dead  to  life 
take  care  of  this  lesser  matter 
himself?  That  is  not  the  question. 
Christ  will  not  and  does  not  do  for  us 
what  we  can  and  should  do  for 
ourselves.  He  would  do  what  only  God 
could  do,  but  he  employed  man’s 
power  to  the  limit  of  its  ability. 

Second,  there  is  the  protest  of  Mar¬ 
tha,  fearful  that  something  dreadful 
was  about  to  happen.  For  her  brother 
had  been  buried  four  days  and  she 
assumed  that  by  now  there  would  be 
a  stench  (39).  There  is  a  Jewish  tradi¬ 
tion  to  the  effect  that  upon  death  the 
soul  hovers  around  the  tomb  for  three 
days  hoping  to  re-enter  the  body,  but 
on  the  fourth  day  it  departs.  There  is 
no  reason  to  suppose  that  Martha 
believed  this  and  certainly  Jesus  did 
not,  but  it  was  generally  believed  by 
the  Jews.  Jesus  timed  his  arrival  in 
Bethany  for  the  fourth  day  after 
death.  He  knew  what  he  would  do,  but 
it  must  be  dpne  in  a  way  and  at  a  time 

change  a  world  that  has  lost  its  con¬ 
cept  of  modesty.  He  has  the  power  to 
relocate  man  from  a  cemetery  and 
realign  him  with  associates  who  are 
alive  unto  Cirod.  He  also  has  the  power 
to  change  one’s  attitude  toward 
himself.  A  person  will  do  harm  to 
himself  because  he  has  a  low  value  of 
himself.  Jesus  has  the  power  to  con¬ 
front  sinful  man  and  change  his 
thought  patterns.  In  fact,  if  a  person 
be  in  Christ,  he  is  a  new  creation. 

In  the  roving  school  of  the  Son  of 
(Jod,  the  disciples,  in  their  classrooms 
on  the  sea  and  by  the-seaHearn  that 
Jesus  Christ  has  power  over  nature 
and  human  nature.  He  not  only  has 
power  to  calm  the  sea ;  he  has  power 
to  conquer  the  unredeemed,  leaving 
them  clothed  and  in  a  right  mind. 

Baker  is  pastor,  First,  Clinton. 


when  everyone  would  have  to  admit 
that  Lazarus  was  really  dead  and  that 
Jesus  had  raised  him  from  the  dead. 
In  reply  to  Martha’s  protest  Jesus 
remind^  her  of  his  promise.  He  wills 
to  raise  Lazarus  and  do  it  for  (]kxTs 
glory  (v.  40). 

Third,  and  most  of  all,  our  eyes 
come  back  to  Jesus.  With  the  miracle 
still  unaccomplished,  still  indeed  to  be 
begun,  with  the  dead  man  still  dead, 
Christ  lifted  up  his  eyes  and  heart  to 
heaven  in  thanksgiving  for  what  he 
knew  God  would  give  him.  He  prayed 
aloud  because  he  wanted  the  people 
to  hear  him  talking  to  the  Father  in 
order  that  they  might  know  that  the 
Father  had  sent  him  (w.  41, 42).  And 
then  Jesus  cried  with  a  loud  voice  for 
Lazarus  to  come  forth  (v.  43).  Jesus’ 
loud  voice  was  not  for  the  dead  man’s 
benefit,  but  for  the  benefit  of  those 
about  him.  He  wanted  them  to  see  that 
Lazarus  came  forth  in  response  to  his 
call.  And  someone  has  suggested  that 
had  he  not  called  Lazarus  by  name,  all 
the  dead  would  have  come  forth. 

Immediately  Lazarus  came  forth 
wrapped  in  the  grave  clothes  ap¬ 
propriate  for  burial  in  Jewish 
customs.  Jesus  ordered  the  people  to 
free  Lazarus  from  these  tokens  of 
death.  Again  Jesus  permitted  men  to 
do  what  they  were  capable  of  doing. 

Was  this  raising  a  resurrection?  Na 
since  Jesus  himself  was  the  “first 
fruits”  from  the  dead.  Resurrection 
means  that  one  is  raised  from  the 
dead  to  die  no  more.  This  does  not 
mean  that  he  was  any  less  dead.  It 
simply  means  that  he  did  not  ex¬ 
perience  a  resurrection  in  the  sense 
that  Jesus  did  or  that  will  occur  when 
he  comes  again. 

Yates  is  pastor.  First,  Yazoo  City. 


Obedience  to  Ckxl  is  the  most  infalli¬ 
ble  evidence  of  sincere  and  supreme 
love  to  him.  —  Nathaniel  Emmons 
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